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APPROVED SCHOOL-BOOKS 

By the Rev. JOHN HUNTER, M.A. 
BOOKS I.toV.ofMILTON^S PARADISE LOST; with 

a Prose Translation or Paraphrase, the Parsingof the more Difficult Words, 



Bpedmenis of AntUysis, and numerous plnstmtive JfTotes for the use of Oandidates. 

Books I. and II. U. 6d. each ; Books III. IV. and. V. price 1«. each. 

dered thoroughly intelligible in the plain 
and senrible paraphrase printed in juxta- 
posiUon with the text ; and a variety of 
infoRnatloa, critical and exegetioal, ii sivea 
in the notea. The books are well printed on 
good paper, very portable, and ea«Uy con- 
niited.' Civu. Sbh.ti(u QAoavm, 



* Thi student of Mii/rox will be greatly 
aaidsted by this admirable annotated edition 
' of the earlier books of Paradise LosU which 
is well adapted for use in training ooUeges 
and sehoels, and is specially designed to 
prepare candidates for the University Middle- 
class Examinations. Many of the obscuce 
pMsoges found in this great work are rea- 

EXAMINATION- QUESTIONS on the FIRST TWO 

BOOKS of MILTON'S PARADiaB LOST.vaSi on SUAJICSPIBAEE'S MSB- 
CHA.NT of VENICE, for the use of Middle-Class Candidates .I2mo. 1«. 

MILTON'S SAMSON AGONISTES and LYCIDAS; 

with Notes explaining peculiarities of Grammar, Diction, &c. For the use of 
Students and Candidates for Examination ISmo. price U.^d, 

MILTON'S COMUS, L'ALLEGRO, and IL PENSE- 

ROSOy with numerous Notes, Critical, Illustrative, and Explanatory : adapted for 
use in Training Colleges and Schools 12mo. I«. 6<i. 

SELECT PLAYS of SHAKSPBARE, with Explanatory 

and Illustrative Notes, Critical Bemarks, and other Aids to a thorough 
understanding of each drama. Edited for the use of Schools and Pupils pre- 
paring for Examination 12mo. price Ova Ssillino each Play. 



* Each of these pUqrs it a separate psblica- 
tion. and all are equally well adapted for 
scholastic or private study, and for those 
ouidifying for the University Examinations. 
They are of a handy size, and are well and 
elearly printed. The introductory remarks 

Sre in a condensed form all the ascertained 
formation as to the period when the play 
was produced, the time the action covers in 
the nisforiMd dramas, the conduct of the 
plot in the comedies and tragedies, and the 



notes are dear and copious, and never obvioiA. 
The aeries will be <» gxeat service to all the 
classes for whom it is mtended ; and even to 
thoee readers and students who may only 
desire to peruse the works of our great dra- 
maUat with the advantage of a clear and 
steady light thrown upon the many eorrupt, 
doubtful, and obscure pasMges which, having 
originated in the negligence and incapacity 
of tlie old printers, still disfigure the text <» 

^ Shakspsarb's plavi.' 

historical or other facts to wUch allusion or Bibmihoham Oazktts. 

reference is made by the characters. The 

SPENSER'S FAIRY QUEEN; the First Six Cantos of 

Book I. Unabridged and in the Old Spelling. With Explanatory and Illustrative 
Notes, including frequent Directions for Grammatical Analysis, ftc ISmo. U, 

JOHNJSON'S RASSELAS, with Introductory Remarks, 

Eiq;>laaatory and Grammatical Annotations, Specimens of Interrogative Lessons, 
Answers to Examination-Questions, &c. New Edition, revised 12mo. iSi 6d. 

EXERCISES in ENGLISH PARSING, Progressively 

arranged and adapted to the Author's Text-Book of EnglUh Qrammar\ with 
Questions suggesting a Course of Oral Instruction 12mo. 6d. 

PARAPHRASING and ANALYSIS of SENTENCES. 

simplified for the use of Scbools, forming a Manual of Instruction and Exercise 
for the use of Students, Teachers, &o 12mo. 1«. 8d.— Kst, 1«. Sd. 

SCHOOL MANUAL of LETTER-WRITING: Containing 

numerous Models of Letters on Commercial and other Subjects ; wlUi Exercisea 
in Epistolary Composition, Rules of Punctuation, Explanations of Abbreviated 
Titles, Commercial Terms, Ac. Bevised Edition 12mo . I«. 6d. 

INTRODQCTION to the WRITING of PRECIS or 

DIGESTS, as appUoable to Narratives of Facts or Historical Events, Correspond- 
jence, Eviaenoe, Official Documents, and General Composition ; with numerous 
Examples and Exercises. Revised Edition l2mo. 2«.— Est, Is. 

BACON'S ADVANCEMENT of LEABNrNG, Annotatpdi 

Summary of Books I. and II. with numerous Extracts from the 'Work And 
Specimens of Examination-Questions .•■. Unto. *•. 

London: LONGMANS and CO. 
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APPROVED SCHOOL-BOOKS 

By the Eev. JOHN HUNTER, M.A. 



EXERCISES in the FHIST POUR RULES of ARITH- 
METIC, constrncted for the Application of New Artificial Tests, by which the 
Teacher may expeditiotisly ascertain the Correctness of the Besolts. Third 
Edition _ 12mo.6d. 

SOLUTIONS of QUESTIONS in ARITHMETIC and 

BOOKKEEPING nsed in the Ciril Service Examinations of 1802, and published 
in the Appendix to the Eighth Beport of the Commissioners : with a Supplbhbkt 
containing Examples in Aoconnt-Btates. &c 12nx). 1«. 6<i. 

MODERN ARITHMETIC : a Treatise adapted for School 

Woi^ and for Private Study ; containing nnmerons improvements in aid of the 
Preparation of Candidates for Public Examinations. 12mo. S«. 6d.— Ket, price 6«. 

MERCANTILE EXERCISES in ADDITION of MONEY 

and in the CALCULATION of PEB-CENTAGES ; including numerous Examples 
of a General and Simple Method of treating Per-Centage Problems, with Answers 
to the Exercises ]2mo. l«.8d. 

SELF-INSTRUCTION in BOOKKEEPING; a IVeatise 

Explaining Simply, and by numerous Examples, the Principles and Practice of 
the Single and Double Entry. Adapted to prepare Youths for Commercial Life, 
or for Public Examinations ^ ^ 12mo. pnc»2«. 

EXAMINATION-QUESTIONS in BOOKKEEPING by 

DOUBLE ENTBT, preceded by full Directions for the True Stating of Dr. and 
Gr.— with the A»swww 12BM>,2«.6d. 

HUNTER^S EXAMINATION-QUESTIONS and DIREC- 

TIONS. as above, separated from the Answxbs i2mo. 1$. 

RULED PAPER for the various Forms of Account-Books 

required in Huntcb's Examination-Qnestions in Bookkeeping, 5 sorts, price 
1$. M. per Quire. 

PROGRESSIVE EXERCISES in BOOKKEEPING by 

DOUBLE ENTBT, including Account-States, Partnership Accoxmts^ Private 
Journal and Ledger, &c 12mo. 1#. «d.— Kky, prKeis.M. 

An EASY INTRODUCTION to the HIGHER TREATISES 

on the CONIC SECTIONS 12mo. 8«. 6<1.-K»t. 2». 

EXAMINATION-QUESTIONS on COLENSO^S ELE- 

MEKTS ef ALGEBRA, Paet I ~ IZmo. 2»,6d. 

COLENSO and HUNTER^S IMTRODUCTORY ALGEBRA; 



A STANDARD ALGEBRA,in accordance with theRegulations 

of the New Code. 1872, for Standards IV. V^and YI. explaining In ^snple language 
the Budiments of the Science to Simple Equations inclusive I8mo. I«.-^K£t, 1«. 

ELEMENTS of PLANE TRIGONOMETRY, for B^inners; 

with numerous Problems, and Tables of all the Natural Sines, ftc. required for 
the Sohition of the Exercises 18mo. 1«.— K«T,9d. 

ELEMENTS of MENSURATION, simplified for the use of 

Beginners: with numerous Original Problems and ProgressiTe Bxereises. New 
Edition, Bevised and Stereotyped ISmo. M.— K«t. 9d. 

TREATISE on LOGARITHMS: with Copious Tables of 

Selected Logarithms ; explaining simply the Nature and Use <rf Loparithms ai^ 
liOgarithmie Tables, the Principles and Methods of their Construction, and their 
Application : Mith numerous Examples and Exercises 18mo. \»,—'Kx%, 8d. 
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HUNTER'S ANNOTATED SHAKSPEARE. 



The following Plats may now be had, 
Price 0ms Sbillinq each: — 



Kim JOHN, 


AS YOU LIKE IT. 


RICHARD II. 


TWELFTH NIGHT. , 


RICHARD ni. 


MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S 


HENRY IV. PART I. 


DREAM. 


HENRY rV. PART II. 


The COMEDY of ERRORS. 


HENRY V. 


MEASURE for MEASURE. 


HENRY VI. PART I. 


MUCH ADO ABOUT 


HENRY VI. PART II. 


NOTHING. 


HENRY VI. PART III. 


TAMING qf th* SHREW. 


HENRY Vlil. 


MERRY WIVES of 


JULIUS CjSSAR. 


WINDSOR. 


CORIOLANUS, 


TWO GENTLEMEN of 


ANTONY and CLEOPATRA. 


VERONA. 


TROILUS and CRESSIDA. 


MERCHANT of VENICE. 


HAMLET. 


ROMEO and JULIET. 


MACBETH. 


WINTERS TALE. 


KING LEAR. 


CYMBELINE. 


OTHELLO. 


The TEMPEST. 
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ARGUMENT. 

MouiONO approached, Eve relates to Adam her troublesome dream ; 
he likes it not, yet comforts her: they come forth to their day- 
labours ; their morning hymn at the door of their bower. God to 
render Man inexcusable sends Raphael to admonish him of his obe- 
dience, of his free estate, of his enemy near at hand, who he is, and 
why his enemy, and whatever else may avail Adam to know. 
Raphael comes down to Paradise, his appearance described, his 
coming discerned by Adam afar off, sitting at the door of his bower ,* 
he goes out to meet him, brings him to his lodge, entertains him 
with the choicest fruits of Paradise got together by Eve ; their dis- 
course at table : Raphael performs his message, minds Adam of his 
state and of his enemy ; relates at Adam's request who that enemy 
is, and how he came to be so, beginning from his first reyolt in 
Heaven, and the occasion thereof; how he drew his legions after 
him to the parts of the North, and there incited them to rebel with 
him, persuading all but only Abdiel a Seraph, who in argument 
dissuades and opposes him, then forsakes him. 
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PAKADISE LOST, 



BOOK FIFTH. 

Now Morn, her rosy steps in the eastern clime 
Advancing, sowed the earth with orient pearl. 
When Adam waked, so customed, for his sleep 
Was aery light, from pure digestion bred 
And temperate vapours bland, which the only sound 
Of leaves and fuming rills, Aurora^s fan. 



PARAPHRASE. 

MoBNiNO now coming forth in the region of the east, sowed the 
earth with shining pearl, when Adam awoke, as he was wont, for 
his sleep was very light, heing produced from free healthy digestion, 
and from mild temperate vapours, which only the leaves and steam- 
ing rills, Aurora's fan, with their sound and that of the shrill matin 

1. Her rosy steps.] Homer (//. is not so appropriate as this of 
i . 477) calls Tilomingrosy-fin^ered ; Milton, referring to the glistening 
aod Milton at the beginnmg of dew-drops. But see note on line 
Book VI. gives her a * rosy hand,' 747. 

and in zi. 174, refers to her as 5. Bland.] Mild ; gentle. In 

beginning *her rosy progress ix. 1049, the poet refers to 

smiling.' ' Grosser sleep bred of unkindly 

2. Mowed the earthy ^c] The fumes.* 

metaphor in Lucretius of the sun 6. Fuming.] Sending up ezha- 
sowing the fields with light lations. 

(•lumine consent arva,' ii. 211) Aurora^ s fan.] The leaves 
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4 PABADISE LOST. 

Lightly dispersed, and tlie shrill matin song 

Of birds on every bough ; so much the more 

His wonder was to find unwakened Eve, 

With tresses discomposed and glowing cheek, . 10 

As through unquiet rest. He, on his side 

Leaning half-raised, with looks of cordial love, 

Hung over her enamoured, and beheld 

Beauty, which, whether waking or asleep. 

Shot forth peculiar graces; then, with voice 15 

Mild as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes. 

Her hand soft touching, whispered thus : — * Awake, 

My &irest, my espoused, my latest found, 

Heaven's last best gift, my ever-new delight, 

Awake I the morning shines, and the fresh field 2u 

Calls us ; we lose the prime, to mark how spring 



song of birds on ever j bough, gently dissipated ; so much the more 
was he surprised to find Eve not awakened, but with her hair dis- 
hevelled, and her cheek flushed, as if her rest had been uneasy. He, 
leaning on his side half-raised, with looks of heart-felt love, hung 
captivated over her, and gazed on beauty, which shone with peculiar 
graces according as it was awake or asleep ; then gently touching 
her hand, he with voice as mild as when Zephyrus breathes on Flora 
thus whispered : — 

' Awake, my fiiirest, my espoused one, my latest acquisition, the 
last and the best gift of Heaven, my ever-new delight, awake ! the 
morning shines, and the fresh field calls us ; we are losing the time 

and rills slightly agitated by the Eve being unwakened, but he 

morning breeze were Aurora's wondered so much the more at 

fan. Milton says the sound of the indications of unquiet rest, 

these things was her fan. This 16.-4^ when Zephyrus, ^<?.] 

is quite in his manner. See note As when the gentle west wind 

on line 710. breathes on the flowers. Zephyrus 

8. 8o much the more, ^0.] was the husband of Flora. 

Adam wovdd have wondered at 21. The prime.} The time of 
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BOOK FIFTH. 5 

Our tended plants, how blows the citron grove, 

What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed, 

How Nature paints her colours, how the bee 

Sits on the bloom extracting liquid sweet.' 25 

Such whispering waked her, but with startled eye 
On Adam, whom embracing thus she spake : 

' O sole in whom my thoughts find all repose, 
My glory, my perfection, glad I see 

Thy face, and morn returned ; for I this night — 30 

Such night till this I never passed — ^hnve dreamed. 
If dreamed, not, as I ofl am wont, of thee. 
Works of day past, or morrow's next design. 



of opening. day, the time for observing how the plants we have 
tended are growing, how the citron grove blooms, what the myrrh 
tree and the balmy reed distil, how Nature puts on her colours, how 
the bee rests on the blossoms and extracts their sweet juices.' 

This whispering woke her, but with startled eyes on Adam, and 
embracing him she spoke thus : — 

* thou sole object in whom my thoughts find all satisfaction, my 
glory, my fulness, glad I am to see again thy face and the light of 
morning ; for I this night — Oh, I never passed such anight till this ! — 
have dreamed, if indeed it was but a dream, not, as I frequently do, 
of thee, or of our employments during the past day, or of the work 



opening day ; called in line 170, and Syria, 
'that sweet hour of prime,' and 29. My perfection.] It was 

in ix. 200, • the season prime for formerly thought that the female 

sweetest scents and airs.' constitution was imperfect with- 

23. 7%e myrrhf ^c] The out marriage. Thus Shakspeare 

myrrh tree grows chiefly in Arabia, in K. JohUt ii. 2, referring to 

and exudes a bitter resin from Blanche and the Dauphin, says 

the bark. Balm is the aromatic « And she a fair divided exceUence 

juice of a tree of a slender reed- Whose fulness of perfection lies In 
like stem, which grows in Arabia ^^' 
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PARADISE LOST. 



But of oiTence and trouble, which my mind 

Knew never till this irksome night. Methought, 

Close at mine ear, one called me forth to walk 

With gentle voice — I thought it thine. It said, 

" Why sleepest thou, Eve ? now is the pleasant time, 

The cool, the silent, save where silence yields 

To the night-warbling bird, that now awake 

Tunes sweetest his love-laboured song ; now reigns 

Full-orbed the moon, and, with more pleasing light, 

Shadowy sets off the fece of things ; in vain. 

If none regard. Heaven wakes with all his eyes. 



85 



40 



we intend to do on the morrow, but of dissatisfaction and trouble 
which my mind never experienced till this irksome night. I thought 
that some one close at my ear asked me with a gentle roice — ^I sup- 
posed it to be thy voice — ^to come forth to walk. It said, " Eve, why 
sleepest thou ? now is the pleasant time, the time that is cool and 
silent, except where silence gives way to the nightingale, which now 
is awake, and sings most sweetly the song that is his labour of love ; 
the moon now shines at full, and, with a shadowy light more pleas- 
ing than that of day, sets off the face of Nature ; in vain, however 
if there are none beholding it. All the eyes of Heaven are awake. 



34. Offence.'] This word here, 
as in Scripture, seems to mean 
impediment or cause of stwnbling. 

35. Methoughf] It seemed to 
me. Prom the Saxon tMncan^ to 
seem. 

41. Hm love-laboured song.'] 
The poets usually, and Milton 
among the rest, refer to the night- 
ingale by the feminine pronoun, 
though it is the male bird that 
sings, the feminine according 
better with the sad story of the 
princess Philomela, who was 



transformed into a nightingale. 
Milton calls the nightingale's song 
hve-laboured, to signify the bird's 
loving effort, his * labour of love ' 
in the production and continuance 
of the song for the gratification 
of his mate. Spenser in his 
Epithalamionf v. has <the birds' 
love-leamed song,' that is, love- 
taught. 

44. With aU his eyes.] As the 
poet has just referred to the 
nightingale by a masculine pro- 
noun in describing the bird as 
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BOOK PIITH, / 

Whom to behold but thee, Nature's desire ? 45 

In whose sight all things joy, with ravishment 

Attracted by thy beauty still to gaze." 

I rose as at thy call, but found thee not ; 

To find thee I directed then my walk ; 

And on, methought, alone I passed through ways 50 

That brought me on a sudden to the tree 

Of interdicted knowledge. Fair it seemed, 

Much Mrer to my fancy than by day ; 

And, as I wondering looked, beside it stood 

One shaped and winged like one of those from Heaven, 55 

By us oft seen : his dewy locks distilled 

Ambrosia. On that tree he also gazed ; 

And, " O fair plant," said he, " with fruit surcharged, 

Deigns none to ease thy load, and taste thy sweet, 



and whom do they wish to look upon but thee, the object of Nature's 
desire ? in seeing whom all things rejoice, attracted by thy beauty 
to gaze in continual ecstasy." I got up, as thinking it was thy call, 
but I did not find thee ; I then walked forth to find thee ; and I went 
on, as I thought, alone through paths that suddenly brought me to 
the tree of forbidden knowledge. To my fancy it looked fair, much 
fairer than by day ; and while I was gazing on it in wonder, there 
stood beside it a being with wings and shape resembling one of those 
celestial spirits whom we have often seen; his dewy locks shed am- 
brosial perfdme. He too was gazing on that tree, and " lovely 
plant,'* he said, ** overloaded with fruity does no one please to make 



singing to his mate, so here we Book iii. line 61. 
have his eyes rather than her eyes, 67. Ambrosia.'] A fragrant 

as a female is to be the object of immortalising ointment used by 

their admiration. the gods. The term also denoted 

46. In whose siaht.] In seeing the food of the gods, 
whom. See the iBditor's note on 
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8 PARADISE LOST. 

Nor God, nor Man? is knowledge so despised? 60 

Or envy, or what reserve forbids to taste ? 

Forbid who will, none shall from me withhold. 

Longer thy offered good ; why else set here ? '* 

This said, he paused not, but with venturous arm 

He plucked, he tasted. Me damp horror chilled 65 

At such bold words, vouched with a deed so bold ; 

But he thus, overjoyed : " O fruit divine. 

Sweet of thyself, but much more sweet thus cropt. 

Forbidden here, it seems, as only fit 

For Gods, yet able to make Gods of men. 70 

And why not Gods of men, since good, the more 

Communicated, more abundant grows. 

The author hot impaired, but honoured more ? 

Here, happy creature, fair angelic Eve ! 

Partake thou also ; happy though thou art, 75 



easier thy burden, and to taste thy sweetness, neither Ood Bor Man ? 
' is knowledge so slighted, or is it envy, or what reservation is it, that 
forbids to taste of thee ? Forbid whoever will, none shall any longer 
withhold from me the good thou offerest ; else why art thou set here?" 
This being said, he paused not, but with a daring hand he plucked 
and tasted. Damp horror chilled me, at such bold words made good 
with so bold a deed : but in transport he thus exclaimed : " divine 
fruit, sweet of thyself, but sweeter far when thus taken, being inter, 
dieted here, it seems, as fit for Gt)ds only, though it can make men 
become Gods. And why should not men be made Gods, since good, 
the more extensively it is communicated, grows the more abundantly, 
its author hereby not losing anything, but receiving increase of 
honoiTg? ? Here, blessed creature, fair angelic Eve ! partake thou also ; 



62. Forbid.] Forbid he « let whoever^ and the construction will 
him forbid : an imperative of the then be whoever vrUlforbid» 



third person. Or who may signify 
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BOOK FIFTH. » 

Happier thou mayest be, worthier canst not be. 

Taste this, and be henceforth among the Gods, 

Thyself a Goddess, not to Earth confined. 

But sometimes in the air, as we, sometimes 

Ascend to Heaven, by merit thine, and see 80 

What life the Gods live there, and such live thou." 

So saying he drew nigh, and to me held. 

Even to my mouth of that same fruit held part 

Which he had plucked ; the pleasant savoury smell 

So quickened appetite, that I, methought, 85 

Could not but taste. Forthwith up to the clouds 

With him I flew, and imderneath beheld 

The earth outstretched immense, a prospect wide 

And various. Wondering at my flight and change 

To this high exaltation, suddenly 90 



though thou art now blessed, thou mayest be more so, and thou 
canst not be worthier than thou art of such increase of blessedness. 
Taste this, and be henceforth among the (Jods, thyself a Goddess, 
not confined to Earth, but be sometimes, as we are, in the air, some- 
times ascend to Heaven, to which thy merit will entitle thee, and see 
thou what life the Gods live there, and live thou such life thyself." 
So saying he came near, and held to me, even held to my mouth, 
part of that same fruit which he had plucked ; the pleasant savoury 
smell, as I thought^ so excited my appetite, that I could not but taste. 
Thereupon I flew with him up to the clouds, and beheld an immense 
portion of the earth outstretched beneath me, a wide and diversified 
prospect. While I was wondering at the nature of my flight and 
my change to this lofty position, suddenly my guide was gone, and I 

80. Ascend.] This is an im- valent to only. 
perative, second person siug. 89. Wond^fig.'] The pro- 

8$. Could not but taste.'] In noun /, as a nominative absolute, 
this familiar form of speech the must here be understood. 
not but are together nearly equi- 
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to PAKADIS]^ LOST. 

My guide was gone, and I, methought, sunk down, 
And fell asleep ; but oh, bow glad I waked 
To find this but a dream ! ' Thus Eve her night 
Kelated, and thus Adam answered sad : 

* Best Image of myself, and dearer half, 95 

The trouble of thy thoughts this night in sleep 
Affects me equally ; nor can I like 
This uncouth dream, of evil sprung, I fear : 
Yet evil whence ? in thee can harbour none. 
Created pure. But know that in the soul lOO 

Are many lesser faculties, that serve 
Reason as chief; among these Fancy next 



thought that I sank down and fell asleep ; but oh ! how gladly I 
awoke to find this only a dream I * Thus Eve gave account of the 
night she had passed, and Adam in a serious tone answered as fol- 
lows: 

' Best image of myself, and my more precious half, the thoughts 
which have disturbed thy mind this night in sleep concern me as 
much as you ; nor can I but dislike this strange dream, which I fear 
has proceeded from some evil cause ; yet where could the evil come 
from ? In thyself, created pure, no evil can have place. But be it 
known to thee, that in the soul there are many inferior powers, which 
serve Reason as their sovereign ; among these Imagination holds the 

98, Uncouth.] Strange. The being well proved ; and when 

word originally means unknown. Nature rests, Reason sleeps also. 

100. In the soul, ^c] Richard- Fancy is then sometimes awake, 

son interprets here as follows : — and mimics her, but, putting 

'There are in the soul many things ill together, makes mad 

faculties subordinate to Reason ; work often, in dreams.' He adds, 

the chief of these is Fancy ; she * f>reams are the reveries of 

forms ideas from what the senses people asleep, as what w« call 

bring in, which Reason joining or reveries are the dreams of those 

disjoining works up into proposi- awake.' 

tions, all that we affirm as certain, 1 02. Fancjf.'] Imagination, 
or only probable, or deny as not 
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Her office holds ; of all external things, 

Which the five watchful senses represent, 

She forms imaginations, aery shapes, 105 

Which Reason joining or disjoining frames 

All what we affirm or what deny, and call 

Our knowledge or opinion ; then retires 

Into her private cell, when nature resls. 

Ofb in her absence mimic Fancy wakes lio 

To imitate her ; but, misjoining shapes, 

Wild work produces oft, and most in dreams. 

Ill-matching words and deeds long past or late. 

Some such resemblances, methinks, I find 

Of our last evening's talk, in this thy dream, 1 15 

But with addition strange ; yet be not sad. 

Evil into the. mind of God or Man 



highest office ; of all those outward things which the five noticing 
senses represent, she forms images, aery shapes, and Beason^ joining 
or disjoining these, frames all of what we either affirm or deny, and 
call onr knowledge or belief ; when nature goes to sleep, Beason 
then retires into her inward cell. When she is thus absent, mimic 
Fancy often wakes to imitate her ; but combining shapes inconsis- 
tently, often makes wild work, and most of all in dreams, badly 
matching words and deeds long past or recent. I think I can ob- 
serve, in this thy dream, some things corresponding in this manner 
to our last evening^s conversation, but with strange addition ; yet do 
not be sorrowful. Evil may come into the mind of Angel or Man, 



106. Imoffinatians.'] Images, three cells; that of imagination 

106. Frames all what toe affirm^ (called in Chaucer's KnigMs Tale 

^c] This is according to the the ceU fantastic) situated in the 

philosophic maxim : ' Nihil est in front of the head, that of memory 

mtellectu quod non prius fuit in in the back of the head, and that 

sensu.' of reason in the middle. 

109. Her private cell.'] An- 117. God or Man."] God here 

dently the brain was divided into means Angel, as in lines 60 and 70. 
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May come and go, so unapproved, and leave 
No spot or blame behind ; which gives me hope 
That what in sleep thou didst abhor to dream 120 

Waking thou never wilt consent to do. 
Be not disheartened then, nor cloud those look% 
That wont to be more cheerful and serene, 
Than when fair Morning first smiles on the world ; 
And let us to our fresh employments rise, 125 

Among the groves, the foimtains, and the flowers 
That open now their choicest bosomed smells, 
Reserved from night, and kept for thee in store.' 
So cheered he his fair spouse, and she was cheered. 



and, provided it be disapproved, may go, without leaving behind it 
any stain or guilt ; and this consideration gives me the hope that 
thou wilt never when awake consent to do what in sleep thou didst 
abhor to dream. Do not then be discouraged, nor let sorrow shade 
those looks that used to be more lively and bright than fair Morning 
when first smiling upon the world ; and let us get up to our renewed 
employments among the groves, the fountains, and the flowers that 
open now and unbosom their choicest perfumes, withheld from night, 
and kept in store for thee.' 
Thus did he try to cheer his fair spouse, and she was cheered, but 



118. 8o.] If; provided it be. 127. That open now, ^c] That 

The word often means if or pro- open their smells is a kind of 

vided in old authors. Thus in metonymy, signifying that the 

Shakspeare, Taminff of the Shrew, opening flowers emitted their 

iv. 3, ' I care not what, so it be odours. Compare iv. 453, 

wholesome food;' and Julius « Not distant far from thence a m«r- 

Casar, l. 2, ' I would not, so with . muring sound 

love I might entreat you, be any Ot waters issue from a cave, and 

further moved.' htTiLiid nintn » 

123. Wont.] Used. A cor- ^«^«"^^'*i''«'«- 

ruption of tooTi^, from the Saxon 129. And she was cheered.] 

wunian, to have accustomed resi- Adam cheered his spouse, that is, 

dence, to dwell. Compare habit spoke words of encouragement to 

and inhabit, her ; and she was cheered, or 
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But silently a gentle tear let fall 130 

From either eye, and wiped them with her hair. 

Two other precious drops that ready stood, 

Each in their crystal sluice, he ere they fell 

Kissed, as the gracious signs of sweet remorse, 

And pious awe that feared to have offended. 135 

So all was cleared, and to the field they haste. 
But first, from under shady arborous roof 
Soon as they forth were come to open sight 
Of dayspring and the sun — ^who scarce uprisen, 
With wheels yet hovering o'er the ocean brim, 140 

Shot parallel to the eartli his dewy ray, 
Discovering in wide landscape all the east 
Of Paradise and Eden's happy plains — 



in silence dropped from each eye a gentle tear, and wiped them with 
her hair. Two other precious drops stood ready in their crystal out- 
lets : but ere they fell he kissed them, as the virtuous indications 
of sweet regret, and religious awe that feared to have transgressed. 

So all sadness was removed, and they hasten to the field. But 
first, as soon as they were come forth, from under their shady roof 
of boughs, to the open view of dayspring and of the sun — who being 
hardly risen, with his chariot-wheels just movmg over the horizon of 
the sea, shot his dewy ray in a direction parallel to the earth, mak- 
ing visible in wide landscape all the eastern part of Paradise and of 
the blissful plains of Eden — they bowed lowly in adoration, and 

encouraged. Milton was much teudorness of heart, or pity. 

addicted to this repetition of a 137. First] This adverb 

word with a difference of mean- modifies the verb bowed in line 

ing. Compare iv. 181, *At one 144. 

slight bound high overleaped all Arborous.] Formed by 

bound ; ' andiz. 11,' That brought the branches of trees. 

into this world a world of woe.' 142. Diacoverinff.] Showing ; 

134. Remorse.] This word in UTiyeiling; displaying to view, 
our older literature denoted . 
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Lowly they bowed, adoring, and began 

Their orisons, each morning duly paid 145 

In various style ; for neither various style ' 

Nor holy rapture wanted they to praise 

Their Maker in fit strains, pronounced or sung 

Unmeditated ; such prompt eloquence 

Flowed from their lips, in prose or numerous verse, 150 

More tuneable than needed lute or harp 

To add more sweetness ; and they thus began : 

* These are thy glorious works, Parent of good, 
Almighty I thine this universal frame. 
Thus wondrous fair ; thyself how wondrous. then ! 155 



began their devotions, which were duly offered every morning in 
varied style ; for neither variety of style nor holy rapture was want- 
ing to enable them to praise their Creator in becoming accents, pro- 
nounced or sung without premeditation ; such ready eloquence flowed 
from their lips, in prose, or in measured verse more melodious thaH 
to require for greater sweetness the accompaniment of lute or harp ; 
and thus they began : 

'These are thy glorious works, Almighty Parent of all good! 
This universal system so wonderfully beautiful is thy work ; how 
wonderful then must be thyself! indescribable! thou who dwellest 



145. Orisons.] For oraison, is an understood nominative to 

Lat. oratio. the verb. 

160. Numerous verseA Nu- 163. These are thy glorious 
merous means measured, regu- ttorks^ ^c] * This is a morning 
lated by lines of a certain number hymn, and its circumstances such 
of syllables in melodious order. as were then seen, or naturally 

161. Tuneable.'] "We have and easily suggested; but it is 
tuneable, as here, for tuntful, in also general, as is the 148th • 
ShAlai}^B.re*BMtds.Nighfs Dream, Psalm (which Milton had doubt- 
i. 1, ' More tuneable than lark to less full in view) ; it takes in the 
shepherd's ear.' universal frame, all creatures, all 

Than needed.] Here what living souls.' — Richardson. 
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Unspeakable ! who sittest above j;hese heavens, 
To us invisible, or dimly seen 
In these thy lowest works ; yet these declare 
Thy goodness beyond thought, and power divine.- 
Speak, ye who best can tell, ye sons of light. 
Angels ; for ye behold him, and with songs 
And choral symphonies, day without night, . 
Circle his throne rejoicing ; ye in Heaven : 
On Earth join all ye creatures, to extol 
Him first, him last, him midst, and without end. 
Fairest of stars, last in the train of night. 
If better thou belong not to the dawn. 



160 



165 



above these heavens, invisible to us, or dimly traced by us in these thy 
lowest works ; yet these proclaim thy inestimable goodness and dMne 
power. Set forth his glory, ye who can best tell of him, ye sons of light, 
angels ; for ye look upon him, and, throughout tho day that has no night, 
encircle his throne with songs and choral harmonies rejoicing ; thus 
praise ye him in Heaven; join, all ye creatures upon Earth, to magnify 
him who is first and last, and from first to last, and never-ending. 
Thou, fairest of stars, that art the last seen in the train of night, un- 
less more properly thou belong to the dawn, thou sure harbinger of 



166. Unspeakable.] Indescrib- 
able. In old writings, to speak 
often signifies to describe or 
characterise. 

162. Day without niffhtl In 
Rev. xxii. 6, it is paid of heaven 
* There shall be no night there ; * 
Milton, however, in line 645, 
supposes a kind of twilight to 
alternate with daylight in heaven. 

163. Ye in Heaven.'] Ye is 
here a reiterated nominative to 
the imperative verb speak. 

165. Him Jirsf, ^c] Jehovah 
ig repeatedly called, in Scripture, 



the first and the last. Milton, 
by adding the word midst, refers 
to what is included in the terms 
Jirst and last. Compare Rev. iv. 
8, 10, where we read of *Him 
that liveth for ever and ever* 
being adored as. the *Lord God 
Almighty, which was, and is, and 
is to come.' 

167. If better, ^c] *The 
morning star is the last in the 
train of night as being last seen, 
and when the rest are lost in day, 
gone off, one after another, es 
their brightness was unable to 
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170 



Sure pledge of day, that crownest the smiling Mom 
With thy bright circlet, praise him in thy sphere, 
While day arises, that sweet hour of prime. 
Thou Sun, of this great World both eye and soul, 
Acknowledge him thy greater ; sound his praise 
In thy eternal course, both when thou climbest. 
And when high noon hast gained, and when thou fallest. 
Moon, that now meetest the orient Sun, now fliest, 175 

With the fixed Stars, fixed in their orb that flies ; 



day, that deckest the brow of smiling Mom with thy bright diadem, 
praise him in thy sphere, during the time of the day's rising, that 
hour of freshest sweetness. Thou Sun, that art both the eye and 
soul of this great Universe, proclaim him greater than thou art ; sound 
his praise in thy perpetual course, both when thou ascendest» and 
when thou hast reached thy meridian height, and when thou goest 
down. Thou Moon, that sometimes movest toward the brilliant Sun, 
and sometimes fliest away from him, along with the fixed Stars, fixed 
only in their orb, which flies ; and ye five other blazing Planets, that 



sustain the sun's Tnjore potmt 
ray. Thus this star seems rather 
to belong to the morning.' — 
KiCHABDsoN. Ovid, in Met. ii. 
114, refers to Lucifer as chasing 
away the other stars and disap- 
pearing at last himself. 

' Diflagiont steUae, quaram agmina 

cogit 
Lucifer, et coeU statione noyissimns 
exit.' 

The planet Venus, as the evening 
star, IS called Hesperus or Vesper, 
and as the morning star, Phos- 
pkortis or Luctfer, 

168. That crown' St, ^c] In 
the ancient representations of 
Aurora her forehead was adorned 
with a star. 



171. Both eye and sotil.'\ * The 
eye, as giving light whereby all 
things are^ seen, and the soul, as 
by its heat animating, invigor- 
ating, and preserving all things.' 
— E1CH4.RDSON. 

176. That now meetest, ^c."] 
* The moon sometimes meets and 
sometimes fiies the sun, ap- 
proaches to and recedes from him, 
in her monthly course.' — New- 
ton. 

176. Fixed in their orb that 
flies.] *They are fixed in their 
orb, but that orb fiies, or moves 
round with the greatest rapidity ; 
for Adam is made to speak ac- 
cording to appearances.' — New- 
ton. 
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And ye five other ivahdering Fires, that move 

In mystic dance, not without song, resound 

His praise, who out of darkness called up light. 

Air, and ye Elements, the eldest birth 180 

Of Nalure^s womb, that in quaternion run 

Perpetual circle, multiform, and mix 

And nourish all things, let your ceaseless change 

Vary to our great Maker still new praise. 

Ye Miste and Exhalations, that now rise 185 

From hill or steaming lake, dusky or grey, 

Till the sun paint your fleecy skirts with gold, 

In honour to the World*s great Author rise ; 

Whether to deck with clouds the uncoloured sky, 

Or wet the thirsty earth with falling showers, 190 



move in mystic dance, and sing as ye move, resonnd the praise of him 
who called up light out of darkness. Air, and ye Elements, the 
eldest fruit of Nature's womb, that in your fourfold nature run a 
perpetual course, multifarious, and mix up and nourish all things, 
let your incessant change ascribe to our great Creator an ever new 
variety of praise. Ye Mists and Exhalations, that now rise from 
hills or steaming lakes, in dusky or grey clouds, till the sun brighten 
your fleecy skirts with gold, honour, as ye rise, the World's great 
Author, whether ye ascend to deck with clouds theunvariegatedsky, 
or that ye may moisten the thirsty earth with descending showers, 



177. Ye five other wandering See the Editor's Merchant of 
fires.] The five other planets, as Venice, p. 132, note 6. 

known in Milton's time, were 181. That in quaternion runt 
Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, ^c] 'That in a fourfold miz- 
and Saturn. The word planet ture and combination run a 
is derived from the Greek irXou/ow, perpetual circle, one element con- 
to wander. tinually changing into another, 

178. Not without song.] This • according to the doctrine of 
alludes to the Pythagorean doc- Heraditus, borrowed from Or- 
trine of the music of the spheres, pheus. " Et cum quatuor sint 
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Rising or falling still advance his praise. 

His praise, ye Winds, that from four quarters blow, 

Breathe soft or loud ; and wave your tops, ye Pines, 

With every plant, in sign of worship wave. 

Fountains, and ye that warble, as ye flow, 196 

Melodious murmurn, warbling tune his praise. 

Join voices, all ye living Souls ; ye Birds, 

That singing up to Heaven-gate ascend, 

Bear on your wings and in your notes his praise. 

Ye that in waters glide, and ye that walk 200 

The earth, and stately tread, or lowly creep. 

Witness if I be silent, mom or even, 

To hill or valley, fountain, or fresh shade, 

Made vocal by my song, and taught his praise 



both as ye rise and as ye fall set forth continaally his praise. Ye 
Winds, that blow from the four quarters of heaven, utter in gentle 
sounds or loud his praise ; and then wave your tops, ye Pines, and 
all things that grow, wave them to signify your adoration. Fountains, 
and ye waters that, as ye flow, warble melodious murmurs, sing in 
your warbling his praisie. Join your voices, all ye that have the 
breath of Life ; ye Birds that sing as ye soar to the gate of Heaven, 
waft upon your wings and in your songs his praise. Ye that swim 
in waters, and ye that walk upon the ground, whether stately tread- 
ing or lowly creeping, bear witness if utterance be wanting on my 
part, morning or evening, to the hills or valleys, fountains, or fresh 
shades, made musical by my song, and taught his praise. Hail, Lord 



genera corporum, vicissitudine ultro, citro commeantibus, mundi 

eorum mundi continuata natura partium coi\junctio continetur.*' 

est. Nam ex terrA aqua, ex aquA Cicero, Nat, Dear, ii. 33.' — New- 

oritur aer, ex aere sether ; deinde ton.- 

retrorsum vicissim ex eethere 198. To Heaven-gate aaeend,'] 

aer, inde aqua, ex aquA terra Compare Shakspeare's CyTnbe- 

inflma. Sic naturis his, ex quibus Unef ii. 3, ' Hark ! Hark ! the 

omnia constant, sursus, deorsus, lark at Heaven's gate sings.' 
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Hail, universal Lord, be bounteous still 805 

To give us only good ; and if the night 
Have gathered aught of evil, or concealed, 
Disperse it, as now light dispels the dark I ' 

So prayed they innocent, and to their thoughts 
Firm peace recovered soon, and wonted calm. 210 

On to their morning's rural work they haste, 
Among sweet dews and flowers ; where any row 
Of fruit-trees over- woody reached too far 
Their pampered boughs, and needed hands to check 
Fruitless embraces : or they led the vine 215 

To wed her elm ; she spoused about him twines 
Her marriageable arms, and with her brings 
Her dower, the adopted clusters, to adorn 

of all, continue ever bountiful, in giving us only what is good : and 
if any evil hare gathered in the night, disperse it, as light now dis- 
pels the darkness.' 

Thus they prayed, while yet innocent^ and soon regained to their 
minds perfect composure and their wonted serenity. They go forth 
in haste, among fragrant dews and flowers, to their morning's rural 
work, wherever any row of fruit-trees, showing too much wood, 
extended too far their luxuriant houghs, and required hands to 
check their intertwining in fruitless embraces ; or tiiey led the vine 
to wed her elm ; she espoused twines round him her marriageable 
arms, and brings with her as her dowry, to enrich his banen 



206. To give us only good.] and Shakspeare's Comedy of 

Adam here refers to the forbidden Errors^ ii. 2, — 

tree of the knowledge of good ,__^ , , ,. ^ ^ , 

and evil. ? ^ ®^' ™^ husband ;— I a 

215. They led the vine, ^c] Whose weakneas, married to thy 

Compare Ovid, Afet. xiv. 666,— vSS^S'^^hK^ .^^^r. f^ ««« 

< Makes me witnttny strong^ to oom" 

Haec quoque qiua jonctA vitis re- mimicate.' 

qulescit in olmo, 
SI non nnpta foret, teme aoclinata 
jaoeret;' 
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His barren leaves. Them thus employed beheld 

With pity Heaven's high King, and to him called 220 

Eaphael, the sociable Spirit, that deigned 

To travel with Tobias, and secured 

His marriage with the seven-times wedded maid. 

* Kaphael,' said he, * thou hearest what stir on Earth 
Satan, from Hell scaped through the darksome gulf, 225 
Hath raised in Paradise, and how disturbed 
This night the human pair, how he designs 
In them at once to ruin all mankind. 
Go therefore, half this day, as friend with friend, 
Converse with Adam, in what bower or shade 230 

Thou findest him from the heat of noon retired, 
To respite his day-labour with repast, 



branches, her own clustering offspring, which he adopts. Heaven's 
high King looked with pity on them thns occupied, and called to 
Him Eaphael, the Spirit of friendly intercourse that condescended 
to travel with Tobias, and secured for him as a wife the maid that 
had been seven times married. 

♦ Eaphael,' he said, *thou hearest what stir on the Earth Satan, 
having made escape through the dark gulf, has caused in Paradise, 
and how he has this night disturbed the human pair; how he 
designs to destroy at once the whole human race in them. 60 
therefore, and during half this day converse with Adam as friend 
with friend, in whatever bower or shade thou findest him retired 
from the heat of noon, to intermit his day-labour with refreshment 



222. To travel with TobiaSf husbands. So sociable a spirit as 
^0,"] * In the book of Tobit the this is very properly sent to con- 
angel Eaphael travels with Tobias verse with Adam upon this occa- 
into Meaia and back again, and sion.' — Newton. See iv. 168. 
instructs him how to marry Sara 225. Through the darksome 
the daughter of Eaguel, and how grdf,"] * Between us and you 
to drive away the widced spirit who there is a great gulf fixed.' Luke 
had destroyed her former seven xvi. 26. 
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Or with repose ; and such discourse bring on 
As may advise him of his happy state, 
Happiness in his power left free to will, 235 

Left to his own free-will, his will though free 
Yet mutable ; whence warn him to beware 
He swerve not, too secure. Tell him withal 
His danger, and from whom ; what enemy. 
Late fallen himself from Heaven, is plotting now 24o 

The fall of others from like state of bliss ; 
By violence ? no, for that shall be withstood ; 
But by <!feceit and lies. This let him know, 
liOst wilfully transgressing he pretend 
Surprisal, unadmonished, unfore warned.' 245 

* So spake the eternal Father, and fulfilled 
All justice. Nor delayed the winged Saint 



or repose ; and bring on such discourse as may make him heedful 
as to his blissful condition, blissfolness left in his power as one free 
to choose, left to his own free will, his will liable to change though 
free ; and by this consideration warn him to beware that he do not 
trespass through being over confident: tell him moreover his 
danger, and the source of it; what enemy, lately fallen himself 
from the bliss of Heaven, is now contriving the faU of others from 
a similar state of bliss : not indeed by forcible means, for that shall 
be obviated, but by fraud and &lsehood ; let him be told this, letA 
he transgressing wilfully pretend that he is taken at unawares, if 
he be not now admonished and forewarned.* 

Thus spoke the eternal Father, and fulfilled all that justice 
required: nor did the holy winged Spirit linger after his charge 



286. In Ma potoer Irft free,] 238. Secure.] This word for- 

The words left And free describe merly signified confident or eawy- 

the pronoun him as implied in minded, literally setting aeide 

his » of him, care, like the Latin securiM, 
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After his charge received ; but, from among 

Thousand celestial Ardours, where he stood 

Veiled with his gorgeous wings, up-springing light, 250 

Flew through the midst of Heaven — the angelic quires, 

On each hand parting, to his speed gave way 

Through all the empyreal road — ^tiU, at the gate 

Of Heaven arrived, the gate self- opened wide, 

On golden hinges turning, as by work 255 

Divine the sovran Architect had framed. 

From hence — ^no cloud or, to obstruct his sight, 

Stdx interposed — however small, he sees, 

Not unconform to other shining globes, 

Earth, and the garden of God with cedars crowned 260 

Above all hills. As when by night the glass 

Of Galileo, less assured, observes 



being received; but mounting nimbly from among thoiisands of 
heavraly Seraphs where he had stood veiled with his respl^dent 
wings, he flew through the midst of Heaven ; the angelic quires, 
starting aside on his right and left, through all the empyreal road, 
gave way to his speed, till he being arrived at the gate of Heaven, 
the gate turning on golden hinges opened wide of its own accord, 
as by Divine mechanism the supreme Architect had contrived. From 
hence, no cloud, or star that might obstruct his sight, being inter- 
posed, he discerns, however small it might be, and in appearance 
similar to other shining globes. Earth and the garden of God 
crowned with cedars above all hills. As when by night Galileo, 



249. Ardours,] Spirits of 264. Self-opened,] Homer, as 

glowing brightness. The word Newton observes, makes the 

.80rapAmdenotes angels that excel gates of heaven open of their 

in lustre, cheruHm those that own accord to the deities who 

excel in knowledge or wisdom, passed through them. II. v. 749. 

iS^ note on line 371. 261. The glass of Galileo.] 
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Imagined lands and regions in the moon ; 

Or pilot from amidst the Cyclases 

Delos or Samos first appearing kens, 

A cloudy spot. Down thither prone in flight 

He speeds, and, through the vast ethereal sky, 

Sails between worlds and worlds with steady wing. 

Now on the polar winds, then with quick im 

Winnows the buxom air ; till, within soar 

Of towering eagles, to all the fowls he seems 

A phoenix, gazed by all, as that sole bird. 



265 



270 



though with less certainty, observes with his telescope imagined 
lands and regions in the moon ; or as when a pilot from amidst the 
Cyclades, descries Delos or Samos, when first coming in sight, as a 
cloudy speck. Down thither in steep flight he speeds, and sails 
between woslds and worlds through the vast ethereal sky, now with 
steady wing on the polar winds, and then with quick vibration 
winnows the yielding air ; till, being within the soar of towering 
eagles, he seems to all the fowls of the air a Phoenix, being 



*The telescc^ first used in ce- 
lestial observations by Galileo, 
a native of Florence/ See i. 
287. 

265. Delos or Samos.] Two 
of the largest of the Cyclades, a 
cluster of islands in the iE)gean 
sea. 

269. Now on the polar tuinds.] 
* If these winds blow for him, 
he sails as it were upon them 
without moving his wings, or he 
works with them (his wings), 
winnowing, fanning the calm 
yielding air.* — ^Bichabdson. 

272. lUtsoleHrd.^o.'] 'The 
naturalists speak of the Phoenix 
as single, or the only one of its 



kind. They describe it as of a 
most beautiful plumage. They 
hold that it lives five or six 
hundred years; that when thus 
advanced in age it builds itself a 
funeral pile of wood and aromatic 
gums, which being kindled by 
the sun, it is there consumed by 
the fire, and another Phoenix 
arises out of the ashes, ancestor 
and successor to himself, who 
taking up the relics of his funeral 
pile files with them to Egyptian 
Thebes, to enshrine them there in 
the temple of the sun, the other 
birds attending and gazing upon 
him in his fiight. f^ptian 
Thebes, to distinguish it from 
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When, to enshrine his reliques in the Sun^s 
Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flies. 

At once on the eastern cliff of Paradise 
He lights, and to his proper shape returns. 
A Seraph winged. Six wings he wore, to shade 
His lineaments divine ; the pair that clad 
Each shoulder broad came mantling o^er his breast 
With regal ornament ; the middle pair 
Girt like a starry zone his waist, and round 
Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold 
And colours dipped in heaven ; the third his feet 
Shadowed from either heel with feathered mail, 



275 



280 



gazed upon by all, as that only bird of its kind, when he flies 
to Egyptian Thebes to enshrine the funeral relics in the bright 
temple of the Sun. He alights at once on the eastern cliff of 
Paradise, and resumes his proper attitude as a winged Seraph ; he 
wore six wings to veil his divine members ; the pair that clothed 
his broad shoulders came spreading over his breast as a regal 
adorning; the middle pair encircled his waist like a starry zone, 
and formed round his loins and thighs a skirt of downy gold and 
hues of Heaven's tinctore ; the third pair, proceeding from his heels, 
covered his feet with feathered mail, dyed in grain with colour of 



Thebes in Sceotia.' — NbwtoK. 
The Qreek word ^oTvil denoted 
a palm-tree, and the bird was so 
<»Jled from its nest being always 
in a particular palm-tree in 
Arabia. Compare Samiion Agon. 
1703, *Like that self-begotten 
bird in the Arabian woods,' &c. ; 
and see the Editor's note on that 
passage. 

276. 2b his proper shape re- 
turns.] *Now that he was 
alighted, he returned to the 



form in which he appeared when 
God gave him his oiders to visit 
Adam ; he then " stood veiled with 
his gorgeous wings.*' ' — ^Bichabd- 

SON. 

277. Six wings he wore.] 
Milton disposes the six wings 
differently from those of the 
seraphim mentioned in Is. vi. 2. 

280. With regal ornament,] 
Likd the ermine cape of a 
monarch's dress. 

^84. Feathered maU, #c.] 
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Sky-tinctured grain. Like Maia's son he stood, 285 

And shook his plumes, that heavenly fragrance filled 

The circuit wide. Straight knew him all the bands 

Of Angels under watch, and to his state 

And to his message high in honour rise ; 

For on some message high they, guessed him bound. 290 

Their glittering tents he passed, and now is come 
Into the blissful field, through groves of myrrh, 
And flowering odours, cassia, nard, and balm, 
A wilderness of sweets ; for Nature here 
Wantoned as in her prime, and played at will 295 

Her virgin &ncies, pouring forth more sweet, 
Wild above rule or art, enormous bliss. 



the sky. He stood like Maia's son, and shook his plumes, so that 
heavenly fragrance filled the surrounding space afar. All the 
bands of angels on guard recognised him at once ; and rise in 
honour to his rank and to his high commission ; for thoy guessed 
him to be bound on some high commission. He passed their 
glittering tents, and is now come into the blissful field, through 
groves of myrrh, and odorous fiowers, cassia, spikenard, and balm ; 
a wilderness of sweets; for Nature here revelled as being young, 
and indulged in playful freedom her virgin fancies, pouring forth 
bliss more sweet for its irregularity, the wild excelling rule and art. 



* Feathers lie one short of an- Shakspeare's Hamlet y iii. 4, 

other, like the plates of metal of « a station Uke the herald Mercury 

which coats of mail are com- Kew-lighted on a heaven-kissing hill.* 

posed. Sky-coloured, dyed in 291. Tkew glittering tents he 

grain, to express beauty and passed.-] He might have alighted 

durablene8s.-KicHABDS0N. at once in Paradise, but, unlike 

285. Like Mam 8 son he stood.] Satan, he entered at the proper 

It 18 the graceful position m place, making the angelic sentinels 

standing after alighting thac is aware of his coming 

compared to Mercury.'— Peaeck. 297. Enormous bliss.] The 

aur poet may have had m roind noun here is objective to pouring 
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Him through the spicy forest onward come 
Adam discerned, as in the door he sat 
Of his cool bower, while now the mounted sun 30o 

Shot down direct his fervid rays, to warm 
Earth's inmost womb, more warmth than Adam needs ; 
And Eve within, due at her hour, prepared 
For dinner savoury fruits, of taste to please 
True appetite, and not disrelish thirst 306 

Of nectarous draughts between, from milky stream. 
Berry or grape : to whom thus Adam called : 
* Haste hither, Eve, and, worth thy sight, behold 



Adam, as he sat at the entrance of his cool bower, discerned him 
advancing through the spicy grove, while now the sun at the height 
shot down directly his hot rays, to warm the earth's inmost womb, 
warmth greater than Adam needs : and Eve within, punctually at 
her hour, was preparing for dinner savoury fruits, of such taste as 
might gratify natural appetite, and not supersede the thirst to 
relish, at intervals, nectarous draughts from milky juice, berry, or 
grape : to whom Adam thus called : 

* Hasten hither, Elve, and see eastward among those trees what 



<ffly, when he was A'isited by three 
angels.* — Bbntlbt. 

302. More warmth.'] The noun 
is objective to shot doum^ or in 
apposition wi^ fervid rays. 

308. Jhie,] This is an adverb 
for dvly^ modifying the adverbial 
preposition phrase at her hour. 

306. And not disrelish thirst.'] 
See lines 324-6. 

306. Milky stream.] Milky 
juice * from sweet kernels pressed,* 
line 346. 

308. Thynght.] Thiseaqpres- 
sion, which here has the ordinary 



forth. Enormous, from the Lat. 
norma, signifies literally out of 
rule, irregular. Compare iv. 
241. 

• Plowers worthy of Paradise, which 
not nice art 
In beds and curious knots, but Nature 

Ponied forth profoae on hill, and dale, 
and plain.' 

298. Come.] This is an in- 
finitive. Adam discerned or saw 
him come. 

299. As in the door he sat, ^c] 
So Abraham (Gen. xviii. 1) sat 

in the tent-door in the heat of the 
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Eastward among those trees what glorious shape 

Comes this way moving ; seems another mom 310 

Eisen on mid-noon. Some great behest from Heayen 

To us perhaps he brings, and will vouchsafe 

This day to be our guest. But go with speed, 

And what thy stores contain bring forth, and pour 

Abundance, fit to honour and receive 81 6 

Our heavenly stranger. Well we may afford 

Our givers their own gifts, and large bestow 

From large bestowed, where Nature multiplies 

Her fertile growth, and by disburdening grows 

More fruitful, which instructs us not to spare.' 320 

To whom thus Eve : — ' Adam, earth's hallowed mould. 
Of God inspired I small store will serve, where store, 



glorious form, worthy of thy gaze, cornea moving this way; and 
looks like another morning risen on dimmer noon; perhaps he 
brings some important charge to lis from Heaven, and will deign to 
be our guest to-day. But go quickly, and bring forth what thy 
stores contain, and spread such abundance as is suitable for honour 
and welcome to our heavenly stranger ; we may well afford to our 
benefactors their own gifts, and bestow much on them from much 
bestowed on us, where Nature causes her fertile produce to multiply, 
and becomes more fruitful by lessening her burden, which teaches 
that we should not be sparing. 

To him Eve thus replied : ' Adam, thou hallowed mould of the 
earth, quickened by the breath of God, a small storing-place will 



meaning, thy seeing or beholding, breath of life, and man became 

was often used in our older a living soul.' — Gen. ii. 7. 

literature to denote the seeing or Store.'] Adam had re- 

beholding thee. See the Editor's quested Eve to bring forth abuji- 

note on iii. 61 ; and compare iv. dance from her storeSf that is, 

34. her storing-places. In this line 

322. Of God inspired.] God the word store is used first for a 

'breathed into hit nostrils the storing-'place, and secondly for 

c 2 
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All seasons, ripe for use hangs on the stalk ; 

Save what by frugal storing firmness gains 

To nourish, and superfluous moist consumes. 325 

But I will haste, and from each bough and brake, 

Each plant and juiciest gourd, will pluck such choice 

To entertain our Angel-guest, as he 

Beholding shall confess, that here on Earth 

God hath dispensed his bounties as in Heaven/ 33o 

So saying, with despatchful looks in haste 
She turns, on hospitable thoughts intent. 
What choice to choose for delicacy best. 
What order, so contrived as not to mix 
Tastes, not well joined, inelegant, but bring 335 



Ruffice, where at all seasons abundance hangs on the stalk, all ripe . 
for use except that which by prudent storing acquires firmness to 
nourish, and consumes its own superfluous moisture. But I will 
hasten, and will gather from each bough and bush, each plant and 
juiciest gourd, such exquisite dainties to entertain our Angel-guest^ 
as when he sees, he shall confess that God has dispensed his 
bounties here on Earth as he has done in Heaven.' 

So saying, with despatch indicated in her looks she quickly tunis, 
intent on hospitable thoughts as to the dainties best to choose for 
delicacy, and as to what order might be contrived, so as not to mix 



plenty. One of the blemishes in &c; the ffourd includes all 

Milton's poetry is his too fre- kinds that lie on the earth ; and 

quent use of such jingling word- the brake is the species between 

play. See the notes on lines trees and plants : of this sort are 

129, 333, and 584; and that on (I think) the bushes which yield 

iv. 630. currants, blackberries, goose- 

326. Each hough and bt'ake, berries, raspberries, &c.' — 

^c.J *The bouffh belongs to Pbarce. 

fruit trees; the plant is that 333. What choice to choose.'] 

which produces strawberries, What from among choice things 
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Taste after taste upheld with kindliest change ; 
Bestirs her then, and, from each tender stalk 
Whatever earth, all-bearing mother, yields. 
In India East or West, or middle shore 
In Pontus, or the Punic coast, or where 
Alcinous reigned, fruit of aJl kinds, in coat 
Bough, or smooth-rind, or bearded husk, or shell, 
She gathers, tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unsparing hand. For drink the grape 
She crushes, inoffensive must, and meaths 
From many a berry, and from sweet kernels pressed 



340 



346 



tastes iiDsaitably combined and ill chosen, but to bring taste after 
taste maintained with the change most agreeable to nature; she 
then bestirs herself, and she gathers, and heaps on the board with 
unsparing hand, whatever Earth, the all-bearing mother, produces 
in India East or West, or on the Mediterranean shores, in Pontas, 
or the Carthaginian coast, or where Alcinoiis reigned, — fruit of all 
kinds, in rough coat, or smooth rind, or bearded husk, or shell— a 
lavish contribution ; for drink she crushes the grape, must free from 
offensive qualities, and crushes meaths from many a berry ; and she 
compounds delicious creams pressed from sweet kernels ; nor is she 



to choose. Here our poet is at 
his word-play again. 

336. Kindlieat] Most na- 
tural or suitable. 

339. Or middle shore, ^c] 
* Or on the borders of the Medi- 
terranean; in Pontus, part of 
Asia J or the Ptinio coasts part 
of Africa; or where Alcinoiis 
reiffned, in a Grecian island in 
the Ionian sea (now the Gulf of 
Venice), anciently called Phse- 
acia, then Corcyra, now Corfu. 
The soil is fruitful in oil, wine, 



and most excellent fruits ; and 
its owner is made famous for bis 
gardens celebrated by Homer.'— 
Hvme. See ix. 439. 

345. Inoffensive musL] Must 
is the unfermented juice of the 
grape. Inoffensive means not 
tending to occasion the offence of 
drunkenness. 

Meaths, 1 Meath, or mead, 
is properly a fermented liquor 
made from honey. It is some- 
times called metheglin. 
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She tempers dulcet creams ; nor these to hold 
Wants her fit vessels pure ; then strows the ground 
\7ith rose and odours from the shrub unfiimed. 

Meanwhile oiur primitive great sire, to meet 350 

His godlike guest, walks forth, without more train 
Accompanied than with his own complete 
Perfections ; in himself was all his state. 
More solemn than the tedious pomp that waits 
On princes, when their rich retinue long d55 

Of horses led, and grooms besmeared with gold, 
Dazzles the crowd, and sets them all agape. 
Nearer his presence, Adam, thcugh not awed, 
Yet with submiss approach and reverence meek. 
As to a superior nature, bowing low, 360 

Thus said : — * Native of Heaven — for other place 



withont her suitable pure vessels to hold these ; then she strews the 
ground with roses and unfumed scents from the shrub. 

In the meanwhile our first great fS&ther goes forth to meet his god- 
like visitor, attended with no other retinue than bis own complete 
perfections ; in himself was all his dignity, more imposing than the 
tedious display that attends princes, when their long rich train of 
horses led and grooms bedaubed with gold, dazzles the crowd, and 
sets them all agape. Adam when nearer the angel's presence, 
although he felt no awe, yet bowing low with submissive approach 
and meek reverence, as to a higher nature, spoke thus: 'Native of 
Heaven, for no other place than iSeaven can be the home of such a 



349. Odours from the shrub 361. Without more train, ^c] 

unfumedA Odours, that is, * Without more train than with is 

fraerant leaves or blossoms, ex- a solecism. But he gave it ujiih 

hahng perfume without fumiga- no more train than with, ^c* — 

tion by burning. In line 293, Bbntlet. 
Milton calls odorous flowers 353. 8tate,'\ Outward i«gn of 



flowering odours, dignity. 
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None can than Heaven such glorious shape contain — 
Since, by descending from the Thrones above, 
Those happy places thou hast deigned awhile 
To want, and honour these, vouchsafe with us, 866 

Two only, who yet by sovran gift possess 
This spacious ground, in yonder shady bower 
To rest, and what the garden choicest bears 
To sit and taste, till this meridian heat 
Be over, and the sun more cool decline.' 870 

Whom thua the angelic Virtue answered mild : 
* Adam, I therefore came : nor art thou such 
Created, or such place hast here to dwell, 
As may not oft invite, though Spirits of Heaven, 
To visit thee. Lead on then where thy bower 376 



glorious being ; since thou by coming down from the realms above 
hast condescended to be absent awhile from those blest places, 
and to honour these here, graciously consent to rest in yon shady 
bower, with us who are but two, yet who possess this extensive 
ground by gift from the Supreme Lord, and to sit and taste the 
choicest that the garden yields, till this noon-tide heat be over, and 
the declining sun be cooler.' 

Then the angelic Excellence thus answered him in a gentle tone: 
* Adam, I came with that intent, nor art thou created of such a 
nature, or hast such a place here to dwell in, as may not ofh«n 
encourage beings to visit thee, though they be Spirits of Heaven. 
Conduct me then to where thy bower extends its shade ; for I have 



371. The angelic Virtue.'] Terror.* Compare lines 600- 

This personification of abstract 601. 

terms is common with Milton. 374. As may.l The verb is in 

Thus in line 249 Seraphs are the third per. sing. : such a being 

called ArdottrSf and in ii. 704, or such a place as may. 
Death is called *the grisly 
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O'ershades ; for these mid-hours, till evening rise, 

I have at will.' — So to the silvan lodge 

They came, that like Pomona's arbour smiled, 

With flowerets decked, and fragrant smells ; but Eve, 

Undecked save with herself, more lovely fair 380 

Than wood-nymph, or the fairest goddess feigned 

Of three that in Mount Ida naked strove, 

Stood to entertain her guest from Heaven ; no veil 

She needed, virtue-proof; no thought infirm 

Altered her cheek.' On whom the Angel Hail 386 

Bestowed, the holy salutation used 

Long after to blest Mary, second Eve : 

* Hail, Mother of mankind, whose fruitful womb 



at my disposal the intervening hours, till evening rise/ Accordingly 
they came to the rural lodge, that looked pleasant like Pomona's 
arbour, adorned with flowerets and sweet odours ; but Eve, adorned 
only with herself, more attractively beautiful than wood-nymph, of 
the goddess feigned to be fairest of those three that contended naked 
in Mount Ida, stood to receive her guest from Heaven. She, proof 
in her own virtue, required no veil ; no infirm tliought changed the 
colour of her cheek ; to whom the Angel addressed Hail, the holy 
salutation that was uttered long afterwards to the blessed Mary, oup 
second Eve. 

* Hail, Mother of Mankind, whose fruitful womb shall fill the world 

879. Fragrant smelh.l Herbs Mercury.* — Kichardson. 
of fragrant smell. So in line 384. Virtue-proof.'] Proof 

292, ' through groves of myrrh by her virtue against temptation, 

and flowering odours.* Proof is an adjective = of proof. 

881. The fairest goddessy ^c] Infirm,] Betokening frailty 

* Venus, Juno, and Minerva con- of mind. 

tended for pre-eminence in 387. Second Eve.] Milton 

beauty; the judge was Paris the derives this from Jesus being 

son of Priam, who determined in called in Scripture the second or 

favour of Venus, by giving hrr last Adam. 1 Cor. xv. 45-47. 
the golden apple brought him by 
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Shall fill the world more numerous with thy sons, 

Than with these various fruits the trees of God 390 

Have heaped this table I ' — Raised of grassy turf 

Their table was, and mossy seats had rotmd, 

And on her ample square from side to side 

All autumn piled, though Spring and Autumn here 

Danced hand in hand. Awhile discourse they hold — 395. 

No fear lest dinner cool — when thus began 

Our author : — * Heavenly stranger, please to taste 

These bounties, which our Nourisher, from whom 

All perfect good, unmeasured out, descends. 

To us for food and for delight hath caused 400 

The earth to yield ; unsavoury food perhaps 

To spiritual natures ; only this I know. 

That one celestial Father gives to all.* 

To whom the Angel: — * Therefore what he gives — 



more numerously with thy childreu, than the trees of God have 
covered this table with these various fruits.* Their table was set up 
with grassy turf, and had mossy seats round it, and all the produce 
of autumn piled on itijs ample top from side to side ; though here 
Spring and Autumn di^nced hand in hand. For a while they engage 
in conversation, there being no fear lest dinner cool ; when thus our 
ancestor began : * Heavenly stranger, deign to taste these bounties, 
which our Sustainer, from whom comes down all perfect good with- 
out measure, has caused the earth to yield to us, for food and for 
pleasure: unpalatable food perhaps to spiritual natures. I know 
only this, that one Heavenly Father gives to all.* 

To him the Angel then replied : ' For that reason^ what He 



396. No fear, ^c] Milton James i. 17, 'Every good gift 

now and then vulgarises his and every perfect gift is from 

verse by colloquialisms like this, above, and cometh down from 

399. Ml perfect ffoodi] St. the Father of liglits.* 

c 3 
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Whose praise be ever simg — to Man, in part 406 

Spiritual, may of purest Spirits be found 

No ingratefiil food ; and food alike those pure 

Intelligential substances require, 

As doth your rational ; and both contain 

Within them every lower faculty 410 

Of sense, whereby they hear, see, smell, touch, taste. 

Tasting concoct, digest, assimilate, 

And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 

For know, whatever was created needs 

To be sustained and fed; of elements 416 



(whose praise be ever sung) gives to Man, who is partly spiritual, 
may be found by purest spirits to be no unpleasant food ; and those 
purely intuitive natures equally need food as your rational nature 
does, and both natures contain within them each of the inferior 
powers of sense whereby they hear, see, smell, touch, and taste, con- 
coct» digest, and assimilate, when they have tasted, and convert what 
is corporeal to spiritual. For know, that whatever was created 
needs to be supported and nourished. With respect to the elements, 



407. No ingraieful foodi ^c] 
'There being mention made in 
Scripture of Angels' food (Ps. 
Ixxviii. 26), that is foundation 
enough for a poet to build upon, 
and advance these notions of the 
Angels eating.' — Nbwton. 

Tu-n inteUiffential substances.'] 
Milton sometimes calls Angels 
Intelligences, as in viii. 181, by 
which he means that their know- 
ledge is more intuitive than dis- 
cursive, that is, not so much ob- 
tained by discourse or an arguing 
from premises to conclusions, as 
by immediate understanding or 
perception. See line 488. 



412. Concoctt digest, §-c.] To 
digest food is to separate or dis- 
solve it in the stomach so as to 
form chyme : to concoct it is to 
derive from the chyme the milky 
juice called chyle ; and to assimi- 
late it is to convert the chyle into 
the same substance as that of our 
bodies. 

413. And corporeal, ^c] The 
scanning of this line has been 
much criticised. I believe the 
word and should be regarded as 
completing the structure of the 
preceding line. 

415. Of elements, 4-0.] *Dr. 
Bentley is for omitting here 
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The grosser feeds the purer, earth the sea, 
Earth and the sea feed air, the air those fires 
Ethereal, and as lowest first the Moon ; 
Whence in her visage round those spots, unpurged 
Vapours not yet into her substance turned. 
Nor doth the Moon no nourishment esdiale 
From her moist continent to higher orbs. 
The Sun, that light imparts to all, receives 
From all his alimental recompense 
In humid exhalations, and at even 



420 



426 



the grosser feeds the purer, earth feeds the sea^ earth and the sea 
feed air, the air feeds those ethereal fires, and the Moon first, as 
being lowest ; whence those spots in her round visage proceed, being 
unpurified vapours, not yet converted into her substance. Nor does 
the Moon exhale no nourishment from her moist surface to higher 
orbs. The Sun, that imparts light to all orbs, receives from all of 
them his nourishing requital in humid exhalations ; and at evening 



eleven lines together; but we 
cannot agree with him in think- 
ing tJiem the editor's, though 
we entirely agree with him 
in wishing that the author 
had taken more care what 
notions of philosophy he had put 
into the mouth of an archangel. 
It is certainly a great mistake to 
attribute the ^ota in the moon 
(which are owing to the inequali- 
ties of her surface) to vapours 
not yet turned into her substance. 
But we may suppose the poet 
alluded to that passage in Pliny 
where the same account is given 
of the 6pot« in the moon : ' Sid- 
era vero haud dubie humore ter- 
reno pasci, quia orbe dimidio 



nonnunquam maculosa cernatur, 
scilicet nondum suppetente ad 
hauriendum ultra justa vi : ma- 
culas enim non aliud esse quam 
terrse raptas cum humore sordes." 
Lib. ii. cap. 9.' — Nbwtx)n. 

422. Her moist continent.] 
The moon has either no atmo- 
sphere at all, or one of extreme 
tenuity; and consequently, if 
there are any fluids at the sur- 
fivce of the moon, they must be 
of a very different nature from 
those which abound at the sur- 
face of our globe. On account, 
however, of Uie moon's influence 
on the tides, it is often called by 
the poets the moist or watery 
star. See the Editor's note on 
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Sups with the Ocean. Though in Heaven the trees 

Of life ambrosial fruitage bear, and vines 

Yield nectar ; though from off the boughs each morn 

We brush mellifluous dews, and find the groimd 

Covered with pearly grain : yet God hath here 430 

Varied his bounty so with new delights. 

As may compare with Heaven ; and to taste 

Think not I shall be nice.' So down they sat, 

And to their viands fell ; nor seemingly 

The Angel, nor in mist, the common gloss 435 

Of theologians ; but with keen despatch 

Of real hunger, and concoctive heat 

To transubstantiate ; what redounds transpires 

Through Spirits with ease ; nor wonder : if by fire 

Of sooty coal the empiric alchemist 440 

has the ocean for his repast. Though the trees of life in Heaven 
bear ambrosial fruit, and vines yield nectar; though eyepy morning 
we brush off sweet dews from boughs, and find the ground covered 
with grains like pearls, yet Gt)cl has here diversified his bounty with 
such fresh enjoyments, as may compare with Heaven. And do not 
think that I shall be too nice to taste them.* So they sat down, and 
began to eat ; and the Angel did so, not in mere appearance, nor in 
delusive pretence, which is the common interpretation of theologians, 
but with eager despatch of real hunger, and with concoctive heat to 
assimilate ; what is superfluous transpires through Spirits easily ; 
and do not wonder if the experimenting alchymist, by the flame of 



Sh&kB^^earQ^aMida.NiffhfsDream, alludes to the manna which in 

p. 5. Ps- Ixviii. 24, 25, is called ' the 

426. Trees of Z(/», ^<?.l *In corn of heaven' and 'augel's 

mentioning trees of life ana vines food,* and in Ps. cv. 40, • the 

in Heaven he is justified by bread of heaven.* See Exod. xvi. 

Scripture.* See Rev. xxii. 2, 14, 31. 

Matth. xxvi. 29. — ^Nbwton. 440. Empiric.'] Experimental. 

430. Covered with, ^c] This Gr. ifiTtipuchs, fii>m tcT/mk, trial. 
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Can turn, or holds it possible to turn, 

Metals of drossiest ore to perfect gold 

As from the mine. Meanwhile at table Eve 

Ministered naked, and their flowing cups 

With pleasant liquors crowned. innocence 445 

Deserving Paradise ! if ever, then, 

Then had the sons of God excuse to have been 

Enamoured at that sight ; but in those hearts 

Love unlibidinous reigned, nor jealousy 

Was understood, the injured lover's hell. 450 

Thus when with meats and drinks they had sufficed. 
Not burdened nature, sudden mind arose 
In Adam not to let the occasion pass, 
Given him by this great conference, to know 
Of things above his world, and of their being 466 

Who dwell in Heaven, whose excellence he saw 



sooty coal, can convert, or thinks it possible to convert, metals of the 
coarsest ore to pure gold as from the mine. Meanwhile Eve served 
at table naked, and filled to the brim their flowing cups with pleasant 
liquors : innocence, worthy of Paradise ! then, if ever, then the 
sons of God had excuse, had they been enamoured at that sight ; but 
in those hearts unlicentious love reigned, nor was jealousy, that hell 
of the injured lover, understood. 

When they had thus satisfied, not loaded, nature with meat^ 
and drinks, a sudden thought arose in Adam's mind, not to neglect 
the opportunity afibrded him by this great conference, to obtain 
knowledge of things above his world, and of the nature of those who 
dwell in Heaven, whose excellence he perceived to surpass his own so 



447. Then had the sons of of God saw the daughters of men 
God, ^c] The thought is sug- that they were fair,* &c. 



gested by Gen. vi. 2, ' The sons 
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Transcend his own 80 far, whose radiant forms, 

Divine effulgence, whose high power, so far 

Exceeded human, and his wary speech 

Thus to the empyreal minister he framed : 4C0 

* Inhabitant with God, now know I well 
Thy favour, in this honour done to Man, 
Under whose lowly roof thou hast vouchsafed 
To enter, and these earthly fruits to taste. 
Food not of Angels, yet accepted so 465 

As that more willingly thou couldst not seem 
At Heaven's high feasts to have fed : yet what compare I ' 

To whom the winged Hierarch replied : 
* O Adam, one Almighty is, from whom 
All things proceed, and up to him return, 470 

If not depraved from good, created all 
Such to perfection, one first matter all, 



much, whose shining formsi an effulgence from the I>eity, and whose 
high power, so far exceeded man's ; and thus he adapted his cautious 
speech to the heavenly minister : 

* Dweller in God's presence, I now know well thy friendliness in this 
honour done to man, under whose lowly roof thou hast condescended 
to enter, and to taste these earthly fruits ; not the food of angels, yet 
so accepted, as that thou couldst not seem to haye fed more 
willingly at Heaven's high feasts : yet what comparison is there 
between them ! ' 

To him the winged Hierarch then replied : * Adam, there is one 
Almighty Being from whom all things proceed, and up to whom 
they all return, if not degenerated from good ; all being created per- 
fectly good, all being one original matter constituted with various 

469. From whom, ^c] Rom. * That is, all created good, good 

xi. 36, * For of him, and through to perfection, not absolutely so, 

him, and to him are all things.' but perfect in their different 

471. Created aW such, ^c.] kinds and degrees.' — Nbwtok. 
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Indued with various forms, various degrees 

Of substance, and, in things that live, of life ; 

But more refined, more spirituous and pure, 476 

As nearer to him placed or nearer tending, 

Each in their several active spheres assigned, 

Till body up to spirit work, in bounds 

Proportioned to each kind. So from the root 

Springs lighter the gi*een stalk, from thence the leaves 480 

More aery, last the bright consummate flower 

Spirits odorous breathes : flowers and their fruit, 

Man^s nourishment, by gradual scale sublimed 

To vital spirits aspire, to animal, 

To intellectual ; give both life and sense, 485 



forms, with various degiieefi of substance, and in living things, with 
various degrees of life ; hut being more refined, spiritual, and pure, 
according as they are placed, or ten4, nearer to Him, each in their 
several allotted spheres of action ; till the corporeal works upward 
to spiritual, within limits proportioned to each kind. Thus from 
the root the green fighter stalk springs ; from thence the leaves less 
gross, and last the bright crowning flower breathes fragrant spirits ; 
flowers, and their fruit which is man's nourishment, refined by a 
gradual scale, rise to the condition of vital, animal, or intellectual 
spirits ; ipipart both life and sense, imagination and understanding, 

473. Various degrees ef sub- systems of divinity. For Milton, 
stance^ Milton refers to such as he was too niuch of a mate- 
things as solidity, fluidity, rialist in his philosophy, so was 
density, &c. too much of a systematist in his 

478. Till body up to spirit divinity.' — Newton, 

workt ^c] ' I suppose he meant ^ 482. Odoro\is.\ Milton here 

this as a comment on the doc? accents the word on the second 

trine of a natural body changed syllable. 5e frequently uses it, 

into a spiritual body, as in but, I think, ^n no other instance 

1 Cor. XV., and perhaps he bor- accented as here, 
rowed it from some of bis 
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FABADISE LOST. 



Fancy and understanding ; whence the soul 

Keason receives, and reason is her being, 

Discursive, or intuitive ; discourse 

Is oflest yours, the latter most is ours, 

Differing but in degree, of kind the same. 

Wonder not then what God for you saw good 

If I refuse not, but convert, as you, 

To proper substance. Time may come when men 

With Angels may participate, and find 

No inconvenient diet, nor too light fare ; 

And from these corporal nutriments perhaps 



490 



495 



by which means the soul obtains reason ; and reason constitutes her 
being, either discnrsiye or intuitive reason : the discursive is oftenest 
the kind of reason which you exercise ; the intuitive is most fre- 
quently OUT faculty : both beipg the same in kind, and differing only 
in degree. Do not wonder, tjien, if I do not reject what God saw to 
be good for you, but convert it, as you do, to the proper substance 
of my nature. Perhaps, in course of time, men may eat with 
Angels, and fipd no unsuitable viands, nor food too light for them ; 
and from such nourishing substances, perhaps, your bodies may at 



488. Diaoouree,"] The expres- 
sion discourse, or discourse of 
reason, in the language of the 
schoolmen denoted arguing from 
premises to conclusions, and fre- 
quently occurs with that meaning 
in old authors. Chillingworth, 
in the Preface to his Religion of 
Protestants, says, * What is dis- 
course, but drawing conclusions 
out of premises by good conse- 
quence ? ' So Ford in his IMxfs 
Trial, iii. 3, * We through mad- 
ness frame strange conceits in 
OUT discoursing brains;* Shak- 
speare, Hamfet, i. 2, 'A beast 



that wants discourse of reason 
would have mourned longer ; ' iv. 
4, ' He that made us with such 
large discourse, looking before 
and after,' &;c. 

489. The loiter most is ours,'] 
Bp. Keynolds, in his treatise 
On the Passions, (1640,) ch. 87, 
says, 'In regard of perfection, 
[there are] Intuitive knowledge, 
as that of angels, whereby they 
know things by the view, and 
Discursive, as that of men, 
whereby we know things by 
ratiocination.* 
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Your bodies may at last turn all to spirit, 

Improved by tract of time, and winged ascend 

Ethereal, as we, or may at choice 

Here or in heavenly Paradises dwell, 600 

If ye be foimd obedient, and retain 

Unalterably firm his love entire, 

Whose progeny you are. Meanwhile enjoy 

Your fill what happiness this happy state 

Can comprehend, incapable of more.' 606 

To whom the patriarch of mankind replied : 

* fevourable Spirit, propitious guest. 

Well hast thou taught the way that might direct 

Our knowledge, and the scale of Nature set 



last be all converted into spirit> being refined by process of time, and 
may on wings ascend in ethereal lightness as we do ; or may, ac- 
cording to choice, dwell here, or in heavenly paradises : provided 
you prove obedient, and with unshaken constancy pr(>8erve uncor- 
rupted your love of Him whose offspring you are. In the mean- 
time enjoy to your full capacity the happiness which this blissfal 
state can contain ; it being naturally incapable of more.' 
^ To him then the first father of the human race replied : * gracious 
Spirit, friendly visitor, thou hast well taught the means whereby our 
knowledge may be directed, and well applied the scale of Nature 



498. Tract of time.] This 603. Whose progeny you are.] 

expression is very common in *From St Paul, Acts xvii. 28, 

old authors ; we now say jprocess *• For we are also his offspring ;*' 

or course of time. Bacon in his who took it from Aratus, toD 

Essays {Youth and Age) refers to 70^ koX yivos itryutv! — Nbwton. 
persons who 'are magnanimous 509. And the scale of nature^ 

more than tract of years can up- ^c] * The scale or ladder of 

hold.' nature, rightly called a scale, as 

502. His love."] The love of that on which by steps we may 

him. See note on line 308. ascend, from a point, a centre, to 
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From centre to circumference ; whereon, 510 

In contemplation of created things, 

By steps we may ascend to God. But say, 

What meant that caution joined, Ifyt he found 

Obedient ? can we want obedience then 

To him, or possibly his love desert? 616 

Who formed us from the dust, and placed us here. 

Full to the utmost measure of what bliss 

Human desires can seek or apprehend.' 

To whom the Angel : — * Son of Heaven and Earth, 
Attend : That thou art happy, owe to God • 620 

That thou continuest such, owe to thyself, 
That is, to thy obedience ; therein stand. 
This was that caution given tliee ; be advised. 
God made thee perfect, not immutable ; 
And good he made thee, but to persevere 625 

He left it in thy power ; ordained thy will 



from centre to circumference, on which, in the contemplation of 
created things, we may rise gradually to God. But tell me, what 
was the meaning of that added caution, provided you prove obedient ? 
Can we then fail in our obedience to Him, or possibly cease to love 
Him, who formed us out of the dust, and placed us here abounding 
in the utmost measure of bliss which human wishes can desire or 
apprehend ? ' 

The Angel thus answered him : * Offspring of Heaven and Earth, 
give ear: Depend on God for being now happy; depend on thyself, 
that is, on thy obedience, for continuance in happiness ; let your 
security rest in that : This is the meaning of the caution that was 
given thee ; be heedful. God made thee perfect, not unchangeable; 
and He made thee good, but left it in thy power to continue so ; 

the whole circumference of what mankind can see or comprehend.* 

— ElCHABDSOir. ' 
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By nature free, not overruled by fate 

Inextricable, or strict necessity. 

Our voluntary service he requires, 

Not our necessitated ; such with him 630 

Finds no acceptance, nor can find ; for how 

Can hearts not free be tried, whether they serve 

Willing or no ? who will but what they must 

By destiny, and can no other choose. 

Myself and all the angelic host, that stand 535 

In sight of God enthroned, our happy state 

Hold, as you yours, while our obedience holds ; 

On other surety none ; freely we serve, 

Because we freely love, as in our will 

To love or not ; in this we stand or fall. 540 

And some are fallen, to disobedience fallen, 

And so from Heaven to deepest Hell. Oh, fall 

From what high state of bliss into what woe ! * 



ordained thy will naturally free, not controlled by inevitable fate, 
or absolute necessity; He asks our voluntary, not our compelled 
obedience ; compelled obedience is not acceptable to Him, and cannot 
be ; for how can hearts that are not free to choose be tried whether 
they yield willing obedience or not, when they will just what by 
destiny they must will, and can choose nothing else ? I myself and 
the angelic host, that stand in the presence of enthroned Deity, keep 
possession of our blissful state, as you do yours, while our obedience 
continues ; on no other security. Our service is free, because our 
love is free ; as to love, or not to lore, is in our choice ; in this is 
our permanence or our fall : and some are fallen, fallen to disobe- 
dience, and thereby from Heaven to deepest Hell. Oh I fall from 
what a high state of bliss into what a state of woe ! 

537. Holdt ^c] See the second note on line 322. 
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545 



To whom our great progenitor : — * Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted ear, 
Divine instructor, I have heard, than when 
Cherubic songs by night from neighbouring hills 
Aerial music send ; nor knew I not 
To be both will and deed created free 
Yet that we never shall forget to love 
Our Maker, and obey him whose command 
Single is yet so just, my constant thoughts 
Assured me, and still assure ; though what thou tellest 
Hath passed in Heaven some doubt within me move, 
But more desire to hear, if thou consent, 555 



550 



To him then our great forefather said : ' Divine instructor, I have 
heard thy words with attention, and with more delighted ear than 
when songs of Cherubim by night send airy music from neigh- 
bouriug hills ; nor was I ignorant that I am created free, both in 
will and deed ; but my stedfast thoughts assured and still assure me 
that we shall never forget to love our Maker, whose command is 
single, and yet so reasonable : though what thou toUest as having 
occurred in Heaven, excite within me some degree of fear, but a 
greater degree of desire to learn, if thon be willing, the full account, 



646. Than when cherubic 
sonffSf ^c] See iv. 680. 

648. Nor knew I not] Here 
two negatives make a more em- 
phatic afi&rmative, as in 1. 3S6, 

<Nor did they not percdTe the evil 

plight 
In which they were, or the fierce 
pains not feeL' 

649. Will and deed.] The 
nouns here are objectives of 
respect or limitation, the meaning 
being as respects will and deed. 



Milton often thus imitated Latin 
syntax. 

663. Assured m^, ^c] In the 
structure of this line, the con- 
currence of the vowels of the 
words me and and is to be re- 
garded as making the two words 
equivalent to a monosyllable, 
according to the practice of eli- 
sion in Latin scanning, fre- 
quently imitated by Milton. We 
have other instances in lines 
669, 663, and 676. 
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The full relation, which must needs be strange, 

"Worthy of sacred silence to be heard. 

And we have yet large day, for scarce the Sun 

Hath finished half his journey, and scarce begins 

His other half in the great zone of heaven.* 660 

Thus Adam made request ; and Raphael, 
Afler short pause assenting, thus began : 

* High matter thou enjoinest me, O prime of men, 
Sad task and hard ; for how shall I relate 
To human sense the invisible exploits 565 

Of warring Spirits ? how, without remorse, 
The ruin of so many, glorious once 
And perfect while they stood ? how last unfold 
The secrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal ? Yet for thy good 570 



which must surely be wonderful, deserving to be heard in sacred 
silence. And we have yet plenty of daylight; for the sun has hardly 
finished half his journey, and is hardly entered upon his other half, 
in the great zone of Heaven. ' 

Thus Adam requested ; and Raphael, after a brief pause assenting, 
began thus : * first created of men, thou imposest on me a subject 
of high concern, a sad and difficult task : for how shall I make 
known to human sense the invisible exploits of warring spirits? 
how make known without grief the fall of so many spirits, once 
glorious and perfect while they remained faithful ? Lastly, how shall 
I make known the secrets of another world, to reveal which may not 



667. Of sacred silence,'] * Of 658. Large day."] From the 
religious silence, such as was re- Latin larga lux, abundant day- 
quired at the sacrifices and other light. 

religious ceremonies of the 666. Remorse."] Pity was 

ancients, alluding to Horace, Od, formerly the common meaning 

ii. 13, •* sacro digna silentio," *— of remorse. A renewal of past 

RiCHASDSoir. grief is here implied. 
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This is dispensed ; and what surmounts the reach 

Of human sense I shall delineate so, 

Bj likening spiritual to coi*poreal forms, 

As may express them best. Though what if Earth 

Be but the shadow of Heaven, and things therein 575 

Each to other like, more than on Earth is thought I 

* As yet this World was not, and Chaos wild 
Reigned where these heavens now roll, where earth now 



Upon her centre poised ; when on a day — 

For time, though in eternity, applied 580 

To motion, measures all things durable 

By present, past, and future — on such day 

As Heaven's great year brings forth, the emp3rreal host 



be lawful? Yet for thy benefit this is permitted; and what is 
beyond the reach of human sense I shall so describe, by likening 
spiritual to corporeal forms, as may most fitly represent them : though 
what shall we say if Earth is but the image of Heayen, and the 
things in them are like' each other, more than is supposed on 
Earth? 

* This universe had not yet existed, and wild chaos reigned where 
these heavens Aowrevolve, and where Earth now rests balanced upon 
her centre, when on a day (for time, although amidst eternity, being 
applied to motion, measures all things that have successive ezistence, 
by present, past, and future), on such a day as Heaven's great year 



670. Perhaps not lawful^ ^c] So in vii. 242, * And earth self- 
The angel here queries whether balanced on her centre hung.* 
the things of another world, as 581. DurableJ] That have 
they really are, could lawfully, the attribute of duration or sue- 
even if possibly, be revealed. cessive being. Time is an attri- 

577. Chaos wild reigned.] See bute of all created things, and of 

ii. 998-1004; and the note on them only, 

iii. 12. 583. Heaven's great year,"] 

579. Upon her centre poised."] * Plato's yrea^yMr of the Heavens 
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Of Angels, by imperial summons called, 

Innumerable before the Almighty's throne 685 

Forthwith from all the ends of Heaven appeared, 

Under their hierarchs in orders bright. 

Ten thousand thousand ensigns high advanced, 

Standards and gonfalons, 'twixt van and rear, 

Stream in the air, and for distinction serve 590 

Of hierarchies, of orders, and degrees ; 

Or in their glittering tissues bear emblazed 

Holy memorials, acts of zeal and love 

Recorded eminent. Thus when in orbs 

Of circuit inexpressible they stood, 695 

Orb within orb, the Father Infinite, 



brings forth, the empyreal host of Angels, called by imperial 
summons, forthwith appeared, from all the ends of Heayen, in 
countless number before the throne of the Almighty, in bright ranks 
under their hierarchs : Ten thousand thousand banners raised on 
high, standards and gonfalons, stream in the air betwixt yan and 
rear, and serve for distinction of hierarchies, orders, and degrees ; 
or bear emblazoned in their glittering fabrics holy memorials, deeds 
of devotion and love conspicuously recorded. When they thus stood 
in circles of indescribable compass, circle within circle, the Infinite 



is the revolution of all the 589. GoiifalonsJ] Ital. ^en- 
spheres : Every thing returns to faiUmt^ a banner. . 
where it set out when their 692. Glittering tissues.'] Fa- 
motion began.' — Richabdson. brics interwoven with golo, &c. 

684. Imperial.'] This word 698. Holy memorials^ ^c] 

is meant to jingle with empvreal, * Suggested by what he had seen 

Compare hne 869. Milton in Italy, where the banners of 

errea in supposing, as he seems saints, representing their greater 

to have supposed, that he thus miracles, are carried in religious 

gave literary beauty to his processions on great festivals.' — 

thought. See the second note on Bui^steb. 
line 322. 
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By whom in bliss embosomed sat the Son, 
Amidst as from a flaming mount, whose top 
Brightness had made invisible, thus spake : 

* " Hear, all ye Angels, progeny of light, 600 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, 
Hear my decree, which unrevoked shall stand. 
This day I have begot whom I declare 
My only Son, and on»this holy hill 

Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 605 

At my right-hand ; your head I him appoint ; 
And by myself have sworn, to him shall bow 
All knees in Heaven, and shall confess him Lord. 
Under his great vicegerent reign abide, 
United as one individual soul, 610 

For ever happy. Him who disobeys 



Father, beside whom the Son sat embosomed in bliss, thus spoke in 
the midst, as from a flaming mountain whose top brightness had 
made invisible. 

'Hear, all ye Angels, ofi&pring of light, Thrones, Dominations, Prince- 
doms, Virtues, Powers, hear my decree which shall stand irrevocable. 
This day have I begotten One whom I declare to be my only Son, 
and have anointed on this holy hill Him whom ye now behold at 
my right hand. I appoint Him your Head, and I have sworn by 
myself that all knees in Heaven shall bow to Him, and own Him as 
Lord, and abide united as one individual soul, happy for ever, under 
His great vicegerent dominion: Whoever disobeys Him disobeys 



699. Brwhtness had made in- Anointed upon my holy hill of 

vmble.1 * The same just and yet Sion ; I will declare the decree, 

bold thought as that in iii. 380, The Lord hath said unto me, 

" Dark with excessive bright thy Thou art my Son, this day have 

skirts appear.'" — Thyeb. I begotten thee.' Heb. i. 6, *And 

603. This day Ihavehegot, ^cJ] let all the angels of God worship 

Psal. ii. 6, 'I have set my him.' /8te also Phil. ii. 10. 
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Me disobeys, breaks union, and that day, 

Cast out from God and blossed vision, falls 

Into utter darkness, deep engulfed, his place 

Ordained without redemption, without end." ' 616 

' So spake the Omnipotent, and with his words 
All seemed well pleased ; all seemed, but were not all. 
I'hat day, as other solemn days, they spent 
In song and dance about the sacred hill, 
Mystical dance, which yoi^der starry sphere 620 

Of planets and of fixed in all her wheels 
Resembles nearest, mazes intricate. 
Eccentric, intervolved, yet regular 
Then most, when mopt irregular they seem ; 
And in their motions harmony divine 625 

So smooths her charming tpnes> that God's own ear 



me ; violates union ; and on that daj, cast out from God and the 
blessed fruition of His presence, sinks into outer darkness, deeply 
engnlfed, as the place ordained for him, without redemption, ever* 
lastingly. * 

Thus the Almighty spoke, and all seemed delighted with His 
words ; all seemed, but all were not. They spent that day as they 
did other days of solemnity, in song and dance around the sacred 
hill: dance of mystical signification, which yon starry sphere of 
planets and fixed orbs in all her evolutions most nearly resembles ; 
intricate mazes, eccentric, involved one within another, yet then 
most orderly when they seem least orderly ; and in their motions 
divine harmony utters so smoothly her enchanting tones, that God's 



613. Blessed vision."] Milton * About him all the Sanctities of 

often refers to the beatific a,^5^I??v o* ^ * v» 

«;„;«« ♦i,^ VT J ' J *. ^"^^ ^'^^^'^ ^ stars, and from his 
vision, the bliss derived to sight received 

angels from their standing in the Beatitude past utterance.' 

presence of God ; thus in iii. 60, 
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Listens delighted. Evening now approached — 
For we have also our evening and our morn, 
We ours for change delectable, not need — 
Forthwith from dance to sweet repast they turn 63d 

Desirous. All in circles, as they stood, 
Tables are set, and on a sudden piled 
"With Angels' food, and rubied nectar flows 
In pearl, in diamond, and maesy gold. 
Fruit of delicious vines, the growth of Heaven. 635 

On flowers reposed, and with fresh flowerets crowned, 
They eat, they drink, and in communion sweet 
Quaff immortality and joy, secure 
Of surfeit, where ftiU measure only bounds 
Excess, before the all-bounteous King, who showered 
With copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. 641 

* Now when ambrosial night, with clouds exhaled 



own ear listens in delight Evening now approached (for we also . 
have our evening and morning : we have ours for the sake of delight- 
ful change, not for necessity), and then with deisire they turn from 
dancing to sweet repast Tables are set, all in circles, as they stood, 
and suddenly heaped with Angels' food ; and nectar, sparkling like 
the ruby, is poured forth in vessels of pearl, diamond, and massy 
gold ; the produce of delicious vines grown in Heaven. Kedining 
on flowers, and crowned with fresh flowerets, they eat and drink, 
and take draughts of immortality and joy in delightful fellowship ; 
secure against surfeit^ where only full measure is the limit of excess ; 
in presence of the all-bounteous King who showered with lavish 
hand, rejoicing in their joy. Now when ambrosial night had, with 
clouds exhaled from that high mountain of God from which both 

642. Ambrosial night.] Am- gods, and also for an unguent 

brosial means having the refresh- which they used. Homer calls 

ing fragrance of ambrosia, which both night and sleep ambrosial, 
was a name for the food of the 
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From that high mount of God whence Hght and shade 

Spring both, the face of brightest Heaven had changed 

To grateful twiligiit^for night conies not thiei'e 645 

In darker veil — and roseate dews disponed 

All but the unsleeping eyed of Grod to rest, 

Wide over all the plain, and wider far 

Than all tliis globous Earibh in plain oiitspread — 

Such are the courts of God — the angelic throng, 650 

Dispersed in bands and files, their caiiip extend 

By living streams among the trees of li&, 

Pavilions numberless, and sudden irearedj 

Celestial tab<?macles, where they slept 

Fanned with cool winds ! save those who; in their course. 

Melodious hymns about the sovran throne 656 

Alternktie all nighb tbng. Btit not so waked 

Satan— so call him hoW, his former hdme 



I the i'ace of 1:>rightesi Heaven to 
lot come there with a <iarker cover- 
ne had disposed to rest all but the 
s multitade, diispersed in bands and 
ur wider than all this round earth 
ich are the courts of d^od), extend 
ig streams^ aniong the trees of life, 
y set up, heavenly tabernacles, in 
1 winds ; all but those who in the 
long melodious h^ns alternately 
> not for such a purpose was Satan 
awake, (call him by that name now ; his former name was heard no 



653 . Pavilions nutitherlessA pavilions ; or extend their camp. 

The noun is governed by extend, namely, num)l>erjess pavilions. 
>oi in apposition with camp. Ex- 657 Alternate.] Sing anti- 

tend, as their camp, numberless phonally or alternately. 



Digitized 



by Google 



52 PARADISE LOST. 

Is heard no more in Heaven. He of the first, 

If not the first Archangel, great in power, 660 

In fiiYonr, and pre-eminence, yet fraught 

With envy against the Son of God, that day 

Honoured by his great Father, and proclaimed 

Messiah, King anointed, could not bear 

Through pride that sight, and thought himself impaired. 

Deep malice thence conceiving and disdain, 666 

Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour 

Friendliest to sleep and silence, he resolved 

With all his legions to dislodge, and leave 

Unworshipped, unobeyed, the throne supreme, 670 

Contemptuous ; and his next subordinate 

Awakening, thus to him in secret spake : 

' '^ Sleepest thou, companion dear ? what sleep can close 
Thy eyelids ? an4 rememberest what decree, 

more in Heayen) : he, one of the chief, if not the chief, of the 
Archangels, great in power, in favour, and superiority, yet filled with 
malignity against the Son of God, who had been honoured that daT^by 
his great Eather, and proclaimed the anointed 'King Messiah, could 
not for his pride endure that sight, and thought himself lowered. 
Thereby conceiving deep malice an4 disdain, as soon as midnight 
brought on the dusky hour most £tvourable to sleep and stillness, he 
resolved to depart with all his legions, and contemptuously to leave 
the supreme throne without worship and obedience ; and awaking 
the chief of his subordinates, he thus secretly spoke to him : 

' Art thou asleep, my dear associate ? what sleep can close thy 
eyes, and with the remembrance of that decree of yesterday, which 

671. EU next wbordinatcl 674. And rememberest.] This 

Eeferred to in i. 79, as may mean and thou^ or when 

* One next himself in power, and next ^^^* rememberest ; but I prefer 

in crime, to regard it as an interrogation. 

Long after known in Palestine and Compare ii. 727-730. 

named ^ 

Beeizebab.' 
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Of yesterday, so late hatb passed the lips 676 

Of Heaven's Almighty I Thou to me thy thoughts 

Wast wont, I mine to thee was Wont to impart ; 

Both waking we were one ; how then can now 

Thy sleep dissent ? New laws thou seest imposed ; 

New laws from him who reigns neW minds may raise 680 

In us who serve, new counsels, to debate 

What doubtful may ensue. — ^More in this place 

To utter is not safe. Assemble thou 

Of all those myriads which we lead l3ie chief : 

Tell them that by command, ere yet dim night 685 

Her shadowy cloud withdraws, I am to haste, 

And all who under me theii^ banners wave. 

Homeward with flying march, where we possess 

The quarters of the Nortli ; there to prepare 



has so recently been uttered by Heaven's Almighty One ? Thou 
wert accustomed to communicate thy thoughts to me, as I was ac- 
customed to communicate mine to thee ; we were both awake at the 
same time, how then can thy sleep be now different from my state ? 
Thou seest new laws imposed : new laws from Him who is Lord 
may occasion new minds in us who are servants ; new counsels, that 
we may argue of the yet doubtful consequences which may arise : to 
utter more in this place is not safe. Assemble thou the chief of all 
those myriads which we lead ; tell them that, before dim night with* 
draws her shady cloud, I and all who wave their banner under my 
conduct, are commanded to hasten homeward with winged march to 
our possession in the quarters of the North, to make arrangement 



688. Where we possesSf j-c] God. I will sit also upon the 

Isai. ziv. 12, *How art thou mount of the congregation, in 

fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, the sides of the north, I will 

son of the morning! For thou ascend above the heights of the 

hast said in thine heart, I will clouds, I will be like the most 

ascend into heaven, I will exalt High.' 
my throne above the stars of 
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Fit entertainment to receive our King, 690 

The great Messiah, ancl his new commands, 
Who speedily through all the hierarchies 
Intends to pass triumphant, and give laws." 

' So spake the £ilse Archangel, and infused 
Bad influence! into the unwary breast 695 

Of his associate. lie tq^ether calls. 
Or several one by one, the regent Ppwers, 
Under him regent ; tells, as he was taught, 
That, the Most High commanding, now ere night, 
Now ere dim night had disencumbered Heaven, 700 

The great hierarchal standard was to move ; 
Tells the suggested cause, and casts between 
Ambiguous words and jealousies, to soimd 
Or taint integrity. But all obeyed 
The wonted signal, and superior voice 706 



there for the suitable reception of our King, the great D^essiah, with 
His nev commands, who intends very soon to pass in triumphal 
dignity through all the hierarchies^ and to issue laws. 

Thus spoke the false Archangel, and instilled evil inftuence into 
the unsuspecting bosom of his companion ; and he calls the angelio 
rulers together, or severally, bearing rule under him ; states, as he 
was instructed, that now by the command of the Most High, before 
nighty now before cUm night had removed its shade ^m Qeaven, 
the great hierarchal standard was to advance ; states the allied 
reason, and interposes equivocal words and suspicions, to try or to 
corrupt integrity ; but all obeyed the accustomed signal and authori- 



699. The Most High command- This is imitated from Vizgil, 

tf»^.] This IS a clause of the no- JEu. ii. 98, * Hinc spaigere voces 

minative absolute. in vul^m ambiguas.' 

701. And casta between, ^c] 
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Of their great Potentate ; for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in Heaven. 
His countenance, as the morning star that guides 
The starry flock, allured them, and with lies 
Drew after him the third part of Heaven^s host. 

' Meanwhile the eternal eye, whose sight discerns 
Abstruaest thoughts, irom forth his holy mount. 
And irom within the golden lamps that bum 
Nightly before him, saw without their light 
Reliellion rising, — saw in whom, how spread 
Among the sons of Morn, what multitudes 



710 



716 



tative command of their great chief ; for his name was great indeed, 
and his rank was high in Heaven ; his countenance, as Lucifer that 
guides the stany flock, allured them, and with his lies, drew after 
him the third part of Heaven's host. Meanwhile the ever wakeful 
eye, which discerns the most secret thoughtjs, saw from out of His 
holy mountain, and from within the goldeti lamps that burn nightly 
before Him, — saw, without their light, the rebellion that was rising ; 
saw in whom it arose, how it was spread among the sons of the diom- 



708. That guides the starry 
flock.] So in iv. 605, * Hesperus, 
that led the starry host, rode 
brightest.' 

710. Drew after him, j-cA 
Eet. xii. 3, * Behold a great rea 
dragon — and his tail drew the 
thii^ part of the stars of heaven, 
and did cast them to the earth.' 
The pronoun he is understood as 
nominative to the verb drew ; or 
else the construction is 'His 
countenance with lies drew after 
him,' &C. for Hilton often uses 
some part or quality of a person 
or thing to denote that person or 



thing. Thus in line 718, unless 
we supply He, the nominative to 
said is the eternal eye in line 711. 
Compare iv. 453, as quoted in 
the note on line 127. 

713. ITie golden lamps, #<?.] 
Rev. iv. 5, * There were seven 
lamps of fire burning before the 
throne.' 

710. 2^ sons of mom.] In 
Isaiah we have * Lucifer, son of 
the morning;' see note on line 
688. Compare Job zxzviii. 7, 
'The morning stars sang toge- 
ther, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy.* 
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Were banded to oppose his high decree ; 
And smiling to his only Son thus said : 

* " Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 

In full resplendence, Heir of all my might, 720 

Nearly it now concerns us to be sure 

Of our omnipotence, and with what arms 

We mean to hold what anciently we claim 

Of deity or empire : such a foe 

Is rising, who intends to erect his throne 7S6 

Equal to ours, throughout the spacious North ; 

Nor so content, hath in his thought to try 

In battle what our power is, or our right. 

Let us advise, and to this hazard draw 

With speed what force is left, and all employ 730 

In our defence, lest unawares we lose 

This our high place, our sanctuary, our hill." 

* To whom the Son, with calm aspect and clear,— « 



ing, what maltitudes were organised to resist His high decree ; and, 
with a smile of derision, thus spoke to flis only Son : 

'O Son, Thou in whom I behold my glory reflected in fall 
splendour, Inheritor of all my power, it now intimately concerns us 
to be sure as to our Almightiness, and as to the arms with which 
we mean to maintain what we anciently claim in respect of godhead 
or sovereignty. There is now rising an adversary so daring, that he 
purposes to erect his throne, with dominion equal to ours, throughout 
the spacious North ; and not content with this, has in his mind to 
try in battle what our power or our right really is. Let us be heed- 
ful, and immediately muster to this trial the angelic powers that 
remain with us, and employ them all in our defence, lest by surprise 
we lose this our high place, our holy seat, our hill.* 

To Him then the Son with a countenance serene and clear, — 



718. Smiling.'] Psal. ii. 4, shall laugh, the Lord shall have 
* He that sitteth in the heavens them in derision.' 
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Lightning divine, inefikble serene,— 

Made answer ; — " Mighty Father, thou thy foes 735 

Justly hast in derision, and secure 

Laughest at their vain designs and tumults vain, 

Matter to me of glory, whom their hate 

Illustrates, when they see all regal powel^ 

Given me to quell their pride, and in event 740 

Know whether I be dextrous to subdue 

Thy rebels, or be foimd the worst in Heaven.** 

* So spake the Son ; but Satan with his powers 
Far was advanced on winged speed, a host 
Innumerable as the stars of night, 745 

Or stars of morning, dewdrops which the sun 
Impearls on every leaf and every flower, 
liegions they passed, the mighty regencied 



divine clearness, indescribable Serenity, — ^made atisWer: 'Mighty 
Father, Thou justly boldest Thy fbes in derision, and securely 
laughest at their vain designs and commotions, which are an 
occasion of glory to me, to whom their hatred vill bring tenown, 
when they shall see all sovereign authority given to me to confound 
their pride, and shall know by the event whether I be a right hand 
of power to subdue them that rebel against Thee, or be found on ihe 
vanquished side in Heaven/ 

Thus the Son spoke : but Satan with his powers was now &r ad- 
vanced on swift wing, a host innumerable as the stars of night, or 
as those stars of morning, the dewdrops which the sun makes to 
glitter as pearls on every leaf and flower. They passed over regions, 

737- Vain designs and tu- shine like pearls. iSise lines 1,2. 

mnlts.] Psal. ii. 1, • Why do the Compare LucretSuS) v. 462, 

heathen rage, and the people «Anrea cum primum, genmantei rore 

imaprine a vain thing ? ' per herbas, 

7^1, Impearls.} Causes to Matutinarubentradifttilumiua golia.* 

P 3 
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Of Seraphim and Potentates and Thrones 

In their triple degrees ; regions to which 750 

All thy dominion, Adam, is no more 

Than what this garden is to all the earth 

And all the sea, from one entire globose 

Stretched into longitude ; which having passed, 

At length into the limits of the North 765 

l^hey came, and Satan to his royal seat 

High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount 

Raised on a mount, with pyramids and towers 

From diamond quarries hewn and rocks of gold. 

The palace of great Lucifer — so call 760 

That structure in the dialect of men 

Interpreted — which not long after he, 

Affecting all equality with God, 

the mighty dominions of Sdr&phim, and Potentates, and Thrones, in 
iheit threefold orders : regions, compared with which all tl^y do- 
minion, Adam, is no more than what this garden is in comparison 
with the whole of the earth and sea extended into a level from their 
one entire round suTfiice. Having passed over these regionS) they 
came at length into the confines of the North, and Satan came to his 
royal seat* a lofty stnicture upon a hill, gleaming like flame far and 
wide, like a mountain raised upon a mountain, with pyramids and 
towers hewn from quarries of diamond and rocks of gold : the palace 
of great Lucifer (so let me call that structure by interpretation in 
human speech), which he, not long afterwards, when assuming perfect 



760. Their triple degrees.'] * In *^*« " it had been many an angel'a 

the angelic orders are said to be gj^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ j^.^^^ 

three tnplicities. Seraphim, in their trinal tripUcitiea on high.* 

Cherubim, Thrones; I)omina- r^^ ^^^ion was borrowed from 

tions. Virtues, Powers ; Pnnce- ^^ gchoohnen. See lines 887- 



doms, Archangels, Angels.' — 
BicHARDSoN. Compare Spenser, 
F.Q, I. xii. 39, 



840. 
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III imitation of that mount whereon 

Messiah was declared in sight of Heaven, 765 

The Mountain of the Congregation called ; 

For thither he assembled all his train, 

Pretending so commanded to consult 

About the great reception of their king 

Thither to come ; and with calumnious art 770 

Of counterfeited truth thus held their ears : 

' " Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, 
^~Tf these magnific titles yet remain 
Not merely titular, since by decree 

Another now hath to himself engrossed 776 

All power, and us eclipsed, under the name 
Of King anointed ; for whom all this haste 
Of midnight march, and humed meeting here, 
This only to consult, how we may best. 
With what may be devised of honours new, 780 



equality with God, called the Mountain of the Congregation, in imita- 
tion of that hill on which Messiah was proclaimed in the sight of 
Heaven ; for there he congregated all his followers, on pretence of 
his being so commanded in order to take counsel about the great 
reception of their King who was coming there ; and with slan^erouf 
artifice of counterfeited truth he thus engaged their ears : 

*Ye Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, — 
unless these majestic titles be now merely nominal, since by decree 
another has now engrossed to Himself all power, and eclipsed us 
under His name of anointed King, for whom there has been all this 
haste of midnight march, and our hurried meeting here, only to take 
counsel how we may best» with whatever may be devised in the wajp 



766. The mountain of the con- fi?om Isaiah, in the note on line 
ffreffotion.'] See the quotation 688. 
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Receive him, coming to receive from us 

Knee-tribute, yet impaid, prostration vile, 

Too much to one, but double how endured 

To one and to his image now proclaimed ? — 

But what if better counsels might erect 785 

Our minds, and teach us to cast off this yoke ? 

Will ye submit your necks, and choose to bend 

The supple knee ? — ye will not, if I trust 

To know ye right, or if ye know yourselves. 

Natives and sons of Heaven, possessed before 790 

By none ; and if not equal all, yet free. 

Equally free ; for orders and degrees 

Jar not with liberty, but well consist. 

Who can in reason then, or right, assume 

Monarchy over such as live by right 796 

His equals, — ^if in power and splendour less, 

In freedom equal ? or can introduce 

Law and edict on us, who without law 



of new honours, receive Him, when He comes to receive from ns the 
homage ofour knees, never yet rendered to Him, ignominious prostra- 
tion, too much to give to one, but how to be endured when doubled, 
by being yielded to the one and also to His image who has just been 
proclaimed ? But what is to be said, if better counsels might raise 
our minds, and teach us to throw off this yoke ? Will ye yield your 
necks, and voluntarily bend the pliant knee ? Ye will not, if I may 
trust that I rightly know you, or if ye know yourselves to be the 
native offspring of Heaven, possessed by no earlier inhabitants, and 
if not all equal in rank, yet free, equal as regards freedom ; for orders 
and degrees are not discordant with liberty, but harmonise well with 
it. Who then can reasonably or rightfully assume single supremacy 
over those who live by right as his equals, equal to him in liberty, if 
inferior in power and grandeur, or bring law and edict upon us that 
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Err not ? much less for this to be our Lord, 

And look for adoration to the abuse 800 

Of those imperial titles which assert 

Our being ordained to govern, not to serve." 

* Thus far his bold discourse without control 
Had audience ; when among the Seraphim 
Abdiel, than whom none with more zeal adored 80S 

The Deity, and divine commands obeyed, 
Stood up, and, in a flame of zeal severe, 
The current of his fury thus opposed : 

' '' O argument blasphemous, false, and proud 1 
Words which no ear ever to hear in Heaven 810 

Expected ! least of all from thee, ingrate. 
In place thyself so high above thy peers. 
Canst thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The just decree, of God pronounced and sworn, 
That to his only Son, by right indued 815 



do no wrong while being without law ? Mnch less in right or reason 
is it, for this one to be our JxOd, and to expect adoration through an 
abuse of those imperial titles, which proclaim that we are ordained 
to govern, not to serve.' 

His daring speech had audience thus fax without interference ; 
when among the Seraphim, Abdiel, whom no other surpassed in 
zealous adoration of the Deity, and obedience to divine commands 
stood up, and in flaming severity of zeal thus opposed the current of 
Satan's fuiy : 

* blasphemous argument, conceived in falsehood and pride I 
Words which no ear ever expected to hear in Heaven, and least of all 
from thee, ungrateful Spirit, who art thyself so high in rank above 
thy fellows. Canst thou with impious reproach condemn the just 
decree, pronounced and sworn by God, that every soul in Heaven 
shall bend the knee to His only Son, righteously invested with regal 
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With regal sceptre, every soul in Heaven 

Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due 

Confess him rightful King ? Unjust, thou sajest, 

Flatly unjust, to bind with laws the free. 

And equal over equals to let reign, 820 

One over all with unsucceeded power. 

Shalt thou give law to God ? shalt thou dispute 

With Him the points of liberty ? who made 

Thee what thou art, and formed l3ie Powers of Heaven 



I-. 



Such as he pleased, and circumscribed their being. 825 

Yet, by experience taught, we know how good. 

And of our good and of our dignity 

How provident he is, how far from thought 

To make us less, bent rather to exalt 

Our happy state, under one head more near 830 

United. But, to grant it thee unjust 



dominion, and in that posture of due homage confess Him rightful 
King ? Unjust, thou callest it, positively unjust, to bind the free 
with Uiws, ^nd to let an equal reign oyer equals, one over all with 
power to w^ich he has no hereditary claim. Shalt thou dictate to 
G^od, shalt thou dispute with Him the question of liberty, who made 
thee what thou art, and gave to the Powers of Heayen such forms as 
pleased Him, and prescribed bounds to their ijiajiner of existence ? 
Yet, taught by experience, we know how good He is, and how amply 
He provides for our gooi and for our di^nity^ how far He is&om any 
thought to make us less blessed, but rather bent on raising our 
happiy state by our being united under one Head nearer of access. 
But to grant thee that it is unjust for an equal to reign as monarch 

821. Utuuceeeded power.] much better than the angels, as 

Power to which ^e has not suc^ he hath by inheritance obtained 

ceeded as leeitjimate heir. C?om- a more excellent name than they.* 
pare Heb. i. 4, * Being made so 
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That equal over equals monarch reign — 

Thyself, though great and glorious, dost thou count, 

Or all angelic nature joined in one, 

Equal to him, begotten Son ? hj whom 835 

As by his Word the mighty Father made 

All things, ev^n t^hee ; and all the Spirits of Heayen 

By him created in their bright c^egrees^ 

Crowned them with glory, and to their glory naine<^ 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, 840 

Essential Powers ; nor by his reign obscured. 

But more illustrious made ; since l^e, the head^ 

One of our number thus reduced becomes ; 

His laws our laws ; all honour to him done 

Eetums our own. Cease then this impious rage^ 845 

And tempt not these ; but hasten to appease 

oyer equals : dost thou reckon thyself, though thou heest great and 
glorious, or dost thou reckon all angelic nature put together, equal 
to Him the Begotten Son ? Bj whom, as by His word, the mighty 
Father made all things, even thyself and created by Him all the 
celestial spirits in their bright degrees, crowned them with gloiy, and 
to their glory styled them Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, 
Virtues, Powers — real, not merely nominal Powers ; anid not cast 
into shade but made more illustrious by His sovereignty ; since He 
the head becomes one of the number of us who are thus reduced to 
His dominion ; His laws become our own laws, all honour done to 
Him returns as done to ourselves. Cease then this profane rage 
and tempt not these Spirits, but hasten to appease the angry Father 



835. By whom as by his or principalities, or powers.' 

Word, 4-0.] Col, i. 16, *For by See also St. John L 1-3. 

him were all things created that 841. EssenHalA That is, real, 

are in heaven and that are in not merely titjtdar or nomincd. 

earth, visible and invisible, whe- See line 773. 
ther they be thrones or dominions, 
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The incensed Father, and the incensed Son, 
While pardon may be found, in time besought." 

' So spake the fervent Angel ; but his zeal 
None seconded, as out of season judged, 850 

Or singular and rash, whereat rejoiced 
The Apostate, and more haughty thus replied : 

*" That we were formed, then, sayest thou ? and the work 
Of secondary hands, by task transferred 
From Father to his Son ? strange point, and new ! 855 

Doctrine which we would know whence learned. Who saw 
When this creation was? rememberest thou 
Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being 7 
We know no time when we were not as now ; 
Know none before us, self-begot, self-raised 860 

By our own quickening power, when fatal course 



and the angry Son, now that pardon begged in time may be ob- 
tained.' 

Thus the zealous Angel spoke: but no one seconded his zeal, as 
being deemed unseasonable, or peculiar and hasty; at which the 
Apostate rejoiced, and thus with greater haughtiness replied : 

* Sayest thou, then, that we were formed ? and were the work of 
secondary hands, by task that was transferred from the Father to His 
Son ? A strange and novel statement ! Doctrine which we would 
know as to where it was learned : Who saw when this formation took 
place ? Dost thou remember the process of thy creation, while the 
Creator was giving thee being? We know no time when we were 
not as we now are ; we know none to have preceded ourselves, self- 
begotten, self-raised by our own animating energy, when the course 



861. When fatal course, ^.] observe,' says Newton, *that our 

^o^o/ <»urM here means course of author makes Satan a sort of 

fate, as fatal tree, in iv. 514, fatalist' 
means tree of fate. *We may 
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Had circled his full orb, the birth mature 

Of this our native Heaven, ethereal sons. 

Our puissance is our own ; our own right-hand 

Shall teach us highest deeds, by proof to try 865 

Who is our equal. Then thou shalt behold 

Whether by supplication we intend 

Address, and to begirt the almighty throne 

Beseeching or besieging. This report, 

These tidings, carry to the anointed King ; 870 

And fly ere evil intercept thy flight." 

* He said ; and, as the soimd of waters deep, 
Hoarse murmur echoed to his words applause 
Through the infinite host ; nor less for that 
The flaming Seraph, fearless though alone, 875 

Encompassed round with foes, thus answered bold : 



of destiny had run its full circle, the mature production of this our 
native Heaven, the offipring of ethereal substance. Our might is 
our own : our own right hand shall teach us highest deeds,, to 
try hy proof who is our equal. , Then thou shalt see whether we 
intend to address ourselves in the posture of suppliants, and whether 
to encompass the Almighty Throne beseeching or besieging. Bear 
this report, bear these tidings to the anointed King, and fly before 
evil intercept thy flight.' 

He ended : and a hoarse Qiurmuring, like the sound of deep waters, 
echoed applause to his words throughout the countless host ;but not 
less hold on that account, the fearless flaming Seraph, though single 
in the midst of encompassing foes, thus answered ; 



864. Out own right handt #(?.] on line 584. 

Psal. xlv. 4, 'Thy right hand 872. The sound of waters.'] 

shall teach thee terrible things.' Kev. xix. 6, * And I heard as it 

869. Beseeching or besieging.] were the voice of a great teulti- 

Gompare i. 642, ' Which tempted tude, and as the voice of many 

our attempt;' and see the note waters.' 
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* " O alienate from God I O Spirit accursecl, 
Forsaken of all good ! I »ee thy fall 
Determined, and thy hapless crew involved 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion spread 880 

Both of thy crime and punishment. Henceforth 
No more be troubled ho.w to quit the yoke 
Of God's Messiah ; ttose indulgent laws 
"^ill not be now vouchsafed ; other decrees 
Against thee are gone forth without recall ; 885 

That golden sceptre, which thou didst reject, 
Is now an iron rod to bruise and break 
Thy disobedience. Well thou didst ^vise ; 
Yet, not fbr thy advice or threats, I fiy 
These wicked tents devoted, lest the wratb 890 

Impendent, raging into sudden £ame, 
Distinguish not ( for 8oo^ expect tp f^eL 



* b (Spirit alieiiktditi from Ood, accursed, 'abandoned bjr^ good ! I 
see thy downfall ordained, and thy luckle89 crew, involved in this 
ireasonous fraud, spreading the contagion both of jbhy crime and of 
thy puhiBhrnent : henceforth be po more troubled )iow to renounce 
the yoicd of God's Messiah : those gracious laifs will not now be 
granted ; other decrees are goi^e forth againsjb thee irrevocably ; thieit 
golden sceptre which thou didst spurn is now a rod of iron to bruise 
and break jbhy rebellious person. Thot^ didst -^f ell advise that I should 
fly, yet I fly no^ for thy adrice or threateniiigs, I fly these doomed 
tents of wickedness, lest the impending w^^th, breaking forth furiously 
into sudden flame, make nip 4isti9ction : for rapc^t soon'to feel His 



887. Is now an iron rod, ^o.] X pray you, from the tents ,of 

Psal. ii. 9, 'Thou shalt bruise these wicked men, left ye be 

them with a rod of iron,' &c. cousiimod in all their sins. . 

890. These wicked tents de- Lest] Instead ,of. <de- 

voted.] Numb. xvi. 26, * Depart, voted lest * Bentley proposed to 
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His thunder on thy head, devouring fire. 

Then who created thee lamenting learn, 

When who can uncreate thee thou shalt know/* 896 

' So spake the Seraph Abdiel, ikithful found 
Among the faithless, faithful only he ; 
Among innumerable false, unmoved, 
Unshaken, unseduced, unterrified 

His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 900 

Nor number, nor example with him wrought 
To swerve from truth, or change his constant mind, 
Though single. From amidst them forth he passed, 
Long way through hostile scorn, which he sustained 
Superior, nor of violence feared aught ; 905 

And, with retorted scorn, his back he turned 
On those proud towers, to swift destruction doomed. 



thunder on thy head, aM devourii^g fire. Then learn remorsefully 
who created thee, when thou shalt know who can uncreate thee.' 

Thus spoke theSeraph Abdiel, found faithful among the faithless, he 
alone found faithful ; among innumerable false ones, he unmoved, un- 
shaken, unseduced, undaunted, maintained his loyalty, his love, his de- 
votion ; neither multitude nor example prevailed to make him swerve 
from truth, or change his mind, stedfast though it was singular. From 
amidst them he passed onward a long way through hostile scorn, 
which he bore with a spirit superior to it, nor feared he aught of 
violence ; and with retorted scorn he turned his back on those proud 
towers that were doomed to swift destruction, 

read * devote but lest ; ' and New- or threats ' be parenthetic, the 

ton approves the alteration. We passage reads well enough, 
see no need of any such altera- 907. TTiose proud towers.'] The 

tion ; for if * not for thy advice towers referrea to in line 768. 
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